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BISFF 2020
A DECADE LONG JOURNEY OF SHORTS…!
BISFF celebrates 10 glorious years of passion and cinema. We are extremely overwhelmed and
are stumbling with joy. As Tilda Swinton rightly said, “I think that film festivals, we’re very often
given to understand, are about filmmakers and about films and about the industry of filmmaking.
I don’t believe that they are, I believe that film festivals are about film audiences, and about giving
an audience the encouragement to feel really empowered and to stretch the elastic of their taste.”
The success of a film/filmmaker lies in how the audience appreciates the film. And we believe
that we have created a platform not just for young filmmakers to showcase their talent and learn
from the industry experts, but also for the audience to encourage, appreciate and motivate these
filmmakers, and us, to do something bigger and better, each passing year.
These 10 years have been a fascinating journey of learning, unlearning, and relearning. While it’s
a festival of four days, the work that goes into it and the effort of the team that pulls together a
successful film festival goes on for months together. While we rejoice in the success of the film
festival each year, the immediate thought strikes all of us is – what is the new experience we can
provide in the next edition. We have grown together, hand in hand, shoulder to shoulder, and held
it tall with all the pride in the world.
This year is super special to us for receiving the Oscar Accreditation. The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts & Sciences designated Bengaluru International Short Film Festival (BISFF) as an official qualifying film festival for live-action. Also, with the ongoing pandemic, we have taken a
unanimous decision to go virtual. This has further pushed our direction of being more digital for
the future. The 10th edition will also see new inclusions such as short film packages from ‘Women
in Cinema Collective’ and ‘Lets Include’- an inclusive competition that focuses on films dealing
with functional diversity. As every year, we look forward to a great festival and seeking the same
support from all our cinephiles.
— Team BISFF
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FOREWORD

The Bengaluru International Short Film Festival completes a decade this year. A look back at the
last decade, it certainly has been an exciting journey filled with struggle, joy and lots of learning.
On an ambitious, dream- fuelled evening of June 2010, there was a small idea in our head – to
create a platform for young and amateur filmmakers, where they could screen their shorts to
discerning audiences and, more importantly, find constructive and critical feedback from experts
in the field. With the strength provided by multi-award winner Prakash Belawadi it came to fruition
and BISFF was conceived. From then till now, we have remained steadfast to the commitment of
encouraging young talent.
This year stands very special to us! While BISFF achieved two milestones, the fest also transformed into a new avatar! The key milestone is the completion of a decade which marks the huge
success of BISFF in the short film industry. The second milestone, which is a moment to rejoice
for all of us is that the film festival received the Oscar accreditation and we are the only Oscar qualifying short film festival in India for the Live Action category. This is not only a proud moment for
the BISFF team, but to every filmmaker as BISFF has been associated as a significant platform of
recognition for every young artist. My sincere thanks to Mr Carter Pilcher for his recommendation
to the Oscar. This dream wouldn’t have been fulfilled without his support.
As for the festival transforming into a new avatar, in the light of COVID-19, we took a unanimous
decision to go digital and take the festival live on the online platform. Keeping in mind the health
and safety of cinephiles and each and everyone in the industry, the 10th edition of BISFF will be
screening online. While film buffs might miss the typical theatre going experience and the energy
of the live festival, they get to enjoy the film fest safely at the comfort of their couch.
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Looking at it, going digital has worked in our favour in many ways. We have been able to reach
out to big names in the industry who have agreed to get on talk shows with us and share their
experience. The digital route also takes down the geographical border and allows us to reach
film enthusiasts in every corner of the world. What’s more significant is that we are able to take
Indian content all across the world, and a bigger platform is created for talent recognition.
Over the past 10 years, many young filmmakers have been recognised on this platform who have
made it big in the industry. Devashish Makhija, Sudhanshu & Devanshu Singh, Balaji Manohar
and Hardik Mehta who were the winners of BISFF awards are some of them, have also won
National awards for their remarkable work on short films.
As Emir Kusturica says “I put my ideas into practice. That may be the reason people hate me.”
Because the art of filmmaking is always learnt through actions and experiences and less from
theories.
A big thanks to each and every one who has contributed to the successful journey of BISFF. With
your support we have grown pillar to pillar and provided a platform to few of the most celebrated
filmmakers today. We have travelled this far together and look forward to adding more members
to this big family. Your support is invaluable. We are here because of you all!

Anand Varadaraj
Founder & Artistic Director,
BISFF

BISFF 2020
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FOREWORD

Virtually, There...
Ten years ago, when we began, we didn’t know where we would get. But we were clear about why
we started it: we would provide a space and opportunity for young and first-time filmmakers to
present their work and discuss it with an audience which was passionate about short and experimental films.
Funding the festival was always going to be a challenge. But once we managed to get the money,
every year, there were two ways before us: to make the prize money more attractive to filmmakers
or grow the festival with better facilities and quality discussions and workshops.
We took the second route. Some of India’s best — Naseeruddin Shah, Shoojit Sarkar, Sriram
Raghavan, Juhi Chaturvedi, Baradwaj Rangan, Maika, Mahesh Narayan — have visited BISFF over
the years, talked to young filmmakers, and made our venues buzz with energy and optimism.
The reward is that we are now the only Oscar Academy accredited short film festival in India for
Live-Action.
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This year, even as we are frustrated by the pandemic, we will use the devices of digital technology to reach out to bigger audiences. August 13 – 16, 2020, BISFF will beam out films and
discussions FREE of CHARGE to viewers everywhere, here in Bengaluru, all over and India and
the world.
Watch it, Support it. Be a friend, volunteer, or sponsor.

Prakash Belawadi
Mentor, BISFF

BISFF 2020
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AWARDS AT THE FESTIVAL

The International Competition Section emphasizes on new filmmaking techniques, stories, and
voices from across the world.
Short films that receive the Best Film in the International Competition Section awards may now
be eligible to enter the Short Films competition at the Oscar Awards for the concurrent season,
provided that the films meet all the requirements set forth in the official rules for that season.

WINNER
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This section showcases cinematic voices from every nook and corner of India.
Short films that receive the Best Film in the Indian Competition Section awards may now be eligible to enter the Short Films competition at the Oscar Awards for the concurrent season, provided
that the films meet all the requirements set forth in the official rules for that season.

WINNER
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Karnataka Competition is dedicated to the emerging filmmakers of Karnataka who voice out their
opinions and showcase the culture of this vibrant land through cinema.

WINNER
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This section recognizes some of the best animated shorts from around the world.

WINNER
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A newly introduced selection of fiction or documentary shorts from all over the world, focussing
on Functional Diversity.

WINNER
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PRIMARY JURY

Achyutha Anantha Murthy

Arpana H.S

Ashwin Karthik

Chintan Sarda

Dheeraj Rajpal

Ferose V R

Geethanjali Harikumar

Harish Mallya

Harish Seshadri
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PRIMARY JURY
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Harsh Vasishtha

Himanshi Choudhry

Indrani Sharma

Meeta Sharma

Samir Nazareth

Sandra Kawar

Vishwanath S

Vivekananda
Kodandaraman

BISFF 2020

The International Competition Section presents exquisite work by filmmakers
around the globe. The aim is to promote a culture of understanding and appreciation for global cinema, its trends, and perspectives. BISFF brings together
the local and international filmmakers who can connect and collaborate.

JURY - INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

Kenneth Atchity
American Producer

Afsaneh Pakroo
Actor, Iran
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Kenneth John Atchity is an American author, columnist, book
reviewer, and producer. Born in Louisiana, Atchity earned his M.
Phil. in Theatre History and Ph.D. in Comparative Literature. He
was awarded ‘The John Addison Porter Prize’ for his dissertation,
‘Homer’s Iliad: The Shield of Memory’. Atchity founded L/A House
Inc., a film development and production company whose clients
included the Getty Museum and the US Postal Service. He later
sold it and founded AEI, a literary management and motion picture production company. At AEI, he produced few of the wellknown films - Joe Somebody, Life Or Something Like It, and The
MEG. In 2006, he and a group of investors acquired The Louisiana
Wave Studio from Walt Disney Productions and films produced
at LWS include - The Guardian, Shark Night 3D, Streets of Blood,
I Love You, Philip Morris and more. Atchity was nominated for an
Emmy for producing The Kennedy Detail (Discovery).

Afsaneh Pakroo is an actor who works prominently in Iranian
cinema and TV series. She is best known for ‘The Wet Dreams’
(2006), ‘Sweet Life’ (2009), and ‘Bana Bir Ask Sarkisi Söyle’ (2019).
Born on May 1, 1983, in Tehran, Iran, she did her Diploma in Directing from Youth Cinema Association of Tehran. She also enrolled
in an Open Acting Workshop in 2004 and studied under the supervision of one of the most prominent Iranian masters of acting,
late Mr. Hamid Samandarian. She is involved in the production of
short films as director, producer, actress, editor, and writer. She is
a member of the jury in ‘Find Talent’ section of the 32nd Tehran
International Short Film Festival (32nd Fajr festival), 3rd Parvaz
International Film Festival, and 16th Akbank Kısa Film Festival
(Turkey). Ms. Pakroo has also worked with Abbas Kiarostami.

BISFF 2020

JURY - INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

Srinivas Narayana
Festival Director,
Singapore South Asian
International Film Festival

BISFF 2020

In a career spanning about four decades, Srinivasa Narayanan
has served more roles than a journalist and producer. He has
dealt with every aspect of film business and has worked with various international film festivals as a festival programmer-director,
international film distributor, and administrator.
He is known for his work at the International Film Festival of India
(IFFI) where he served as the Deputy Director (Programming) and
at the film festival organized by MAMI in Mumbai where he served
as the Festival Director from 2008 to 2014.
Currently, he is the Festival Director for the Singapore South Asian
International Film Festival.
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ALINA

25 min | English, German, Polish | United States | Thriller

Synopsis
As Nazis separate children from their parents in the Warsaw
Ghetto, a gang of women risk everything to safeguard their
friend’s 3-month-old baby. Inspired by true events, this film stars
Alia Shawkat, Edin Gali, Erika Soto, and Mark McCullough.

Indian Premiere
Rami is an LA-based writer/director.
His award-winning narrative shorts and
documentaries have been screened
worldwide, the most recent one being
Director’s Fortnight at the Cannes Film
Festival. He is an alumnus of the Sundance Feature Film Program and Berlinale Talents. Rami is currently developing a feature film with XYZ Films (Mandy,
The Raid) and Scythia Films (The Witch),
as well as a one-hour TV drama, inspired
by his own experiences as an immigrant
and displaced child of war, for AMC Networks and Participant Media.

Cambridge Film Festival - Best Short Film Award
Beeston Film Festival - Best Film, Best Director Award
Nyla International Film Festival - Best Short Film Award
Los Angeles Women in Film Festival
among others.

Rami Kodeih
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INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

BARE TREES IN THE MIST

15 min | Nepali | Nepal | Drama

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
Kaali and her young son hear that a villager who returned home
from abroad has brought them gifts. At first, Kaali rejects this
possibility outright but a combination of poverty, desperation and
hope eventually convinces her to walk miles to greet him. At the
beginning of winter, with no contact with her husband, Kaali finds
herself on the brink of desperation.

Rajan is a Kathmandu based filmmaker
working on both fiction and documentary films. In 2013, he traveled to a remote
mountainous village of Nepal with 4 of
his filmmaker friends and ended up making a no-budget guerrilla fiction-docu
film “Serdhak, The Golden Hill”. The film
did quite well in festivals. He graduated
with an M.A. in Documentary Film Direction from DocNomads. Rajan returned
to Nepal in 2016 to focus on his professional filmmaking career. He is currently
developing his second short fiction, feature fiction, and a documentary.

Toronto International Film Festival 2019, Canada
Tampere Film Festival 2020, Finland

Rajan Kathet
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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BLACK FOREST

20 min | French | France | Crime

Synopsis
A judge asks for a reconstruction of a crime scene to shed light
on all the unresolved questions of murder. The accused, a family
of three Quebecois, have to recreate the scene in front of Justice.

Jean-Marc E. Roy and Philippe David
Gagné created the series “Pick-up” and
“Cowboy: a Canadian dream”, two great
successes in Quebec. Their short film
“Bleu Tonnerre”, was selected for the
Directors’ Fortnight in Cannes in 2015
and has won numerous awards. Both
directors are currently working on their
respective feature films as well as the
production of a new documentary series. They founded their production
company, ‘La Boite De Pickup’ in 2016.
Their first production, “Creme De Menthe”, was selected for the 49th Directors
Fortnight of the Cannes Film Festival, in
2017.

Jean-Marc E.Roy
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Philippe David Gagné

INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

HENET WARD

23 min | Arabic | Egypt | Human Rights

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Halima, a Sudanese woman living in Egypt, works as a henna artist. One day, she goes to a local area in Giza to give a bride her
henna. Halima’s 7-year-old daughter, Ward, who accompanied her,
wanders around the place in awe.

Morad is an Egyptian Director. He is a
2008 graduate of ‘Film direction’ from
‘Cinema Palace’ and has attended several filmmaking workshops. He has
worked as an assistant director for directors like ‘Mohamed Diab’, ‘Hala Khalil’
in Nawara, ‘Sherif Elbendary’ in ‘Ali the
Goat and Ibrahim’, and ‘Ayten Amin.’ He
directed and wrote his first short film in
2020. The film was selected to premiere
at the ‘Clermont-Ferrand International
Short Film Festival.’

Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival 2020, France
Akbank Short Film Festival 2020, Turkey
the African Film Festival 2020, USA

Morad Mostafa
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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IT’S ALWAYS THERE

25 min | Vietnamese | Vietnam | Family, Tradition

Synopsis
The story is of a rich and well-educated woman living in a Vietnamese traditional oriental-style villa and a poor wanderer with an
artist’s soul. They both have some enlightenment to attain.

Le Huu Dang Khoa graduated from the
University of Theater and Cinema in Ho
Chi Minh City in 2018. He has worked
in the film and television industry for 6
years.

Short Film Corner, Cannes 2019
Aesthetica Short Film Festival 2019, UK
8th Delhi International Film Festival 2020, India
9th Carmarthen Bay Film Festival 2020, Wales
Kota Kinabalu International Film Festival 2020, Malaysia

Le Huu Dang Khoa
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KEON

23 min | English | United States | Crime, Identity

Synopsis
Keon is a young Black photographer out with his brothers, Amiri and Dre, to click pictures and spend the day together. They’ve
maintained a sturdy relationship despite being abandoned by
their parents. Keon wants a camera he can use to complete his
portfolio and attend an art school in NY. This film follows their
journey through the city, the friends they make and the obstacles
they face along the way. It’s shot in black and white as a nod to
the early independent Black cinema, the French New Wave and
NeoRealist films.

E.G. Bailey, recently named as one of
Filmmaker magazine’s 25 New Faces of
Independent Film, is an Ivey award-winning artist, filmmaker, director and producer. He’s received a regional Emmy,
LIN travel grant, and the Hughes, Diop,
Knight Poetry Award. His work was featured in the Target Art Connects commercial, now archived at the Museum
of Modern Art (NYC). Bailey has directed
and assisted plays for well-known production houses, such as The Guthrie,
Pillsbury House, and Children’s Theater.
His film, New Neighbors, premiered at
the 2017 Sundance film festival, has
won numerous awards and screened at
100+ festivals worldwide.

E.G. Bailey
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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MTHUNZI

9 min | English | South Africa | Drama

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Mthunzi is walking home from the shops when he sees a lady attacked by seizures in her driveway. Her niece asks him to help her
carry her aunt inside. He’s now in a world he doesn’t belong to.

Born in the United Kingdom and raised
in Canada, Kenya, and South Africa,
Tebogo Malebogo is a Writer/Director/
Producer currently living in Cape Town.
As the son of a diplomat, his itinerant
childhood exposed him to myriad cultures that inform his work today. Tebogo
is interested in exploring what it means
to be a first-generation African born
abroad. He is currently developing his
first feature film and entering pre-production on another short.

72nd Locarno Film Festival 2019, Switzerland
57th New York Film Festival 2019, USA
San Jose International Short Film Festival 2019, USA
among others.

Tebogo Malebogo
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MUM’S HAIRPINS

20 min | German, Russian | Russian Federation | Family

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
A box with his mother’s hairpins – the only thing left from his family – is Yasha’s last chance to escape German invaders and rescue
his new friend, a wounded goat kid.

Tatiana Fedorovskaya graduated from
the Higher Courses for Scriptwriters and
Film Directors, Moscow. The short film
‘Mum’s Hairpins’ received a 2020 GSA
BAFTA Student Film Awards. “Faith”,
another short film was nominated for
the Golden Eagle Russian Film Academy
Award. It won Grand-Prix at the 36th International Film Festival in Tehran, The
Best Cinematography at Brooklyn IFF
(New York, NY) and more. To date, she
has written and directed five short films.

15th HollyShorts Film Festival 2019, USA- Best International Film
Rhode Island Film Festival 2019, USA- Best Live Action Short
37th Sulmona International Film Festival 2019, Italy
among others.

Tatiana Fedorovskaya
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

27

OMÉ

17 min | Arabic | Lebanon | Drama

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Following the death of his mother, 9-year-old Elias goes to extreme lengths to naively bring her back from heaven, all while
defying his faith.

Wassim Geagea, a Lebanese filmmaker,
studied Cinema at the University- Faculty of Fine Arts. Before pursuing a
master’s degree in film directing at St.
Joseph University, Beirut, he attended
several screenwriting workshops. His
first short movie, ‘My Grandfather’s Photo’ was screened in many film festivals
and won the first prize in the European
film festival in Lebanon, 2012. ‘OMÉ’,
his second short movie, addresses his
personal experience with death. His film
won at the Tampere film festival of Finland, 2020 and the ‘Silver star award’ at
Elgouna Film Festival, 2019. Geagea is
currently writing his first feature film.

Tampere Film Festival 2020, Finland- Best Fiction
El Gouna Film Festival 2019, Egypt- Silver Star Award for Best Short Film
Palm Springs International Short Fest 2020, USA
among others.

Wassim Geagea
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RING

11 min | English | Australia | Thiller, Suspense

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
A video doorbell spies on a new couple across the hall as their
relationship takes a dark turn.

India Dupre is an Australian/British writer and director. She received her B.A.
with honors from UCLA Film School and
is an alumnus of The Groundlings, Playhouse West & The Stella Adler Players.
After fifteen years of stage directing,
India ventured into film making. Her first
short film, Stripped, starring Katheryn
Winnick and shot by Jurassic Park’s DP,
Dean Cundey ASC, won several awards
from Oscar-qualifying film festivals.

Sedona Film Festival, USA- Winner: Most Innovative Short/ Directors Choice
Cleveland International Film Fest, USA
St Kilda Film Fest, Australia
Perth Revelation Film Fest, Australia

India Dupre
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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RRUGA (THE PATH)

14 min | Albanian | Kosovo | Tragedy, Human Rights

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
Lena (37) decides to flee and meets Genti (11) in an underpass at
the center of the city. After they get to know each other, they talk
about why they’re there. Lena claims she’s waiting for her husband, while Genti waits for his father. The conversation then shifts
to both their head wounds. Genti says his injury was an accident
caused by his father, while Lena’s wound was an accident by her
husband during their vacation in Venice.

Besim Ugzmajli was born in Ferizaj, Republic of Kosovo. He studied Film and
TV Direction at the University of Prishtina, Faculty of Arts. He has worked as
a writer, director, cinematographer and
editor in Kosova’s biggest film company.
He now has his own company ‘Figurina
Films’, where he worked as a theatre
director, wrote 6 plays and performed
thrice. His films - Obsession, Era, The
Eaters, Woman in Black, Who is next,
Beyond the Gates, Marihuana Republic, Forgive me, have received several
awards.

Edmonton International Film Festival 2019, Canada
Rhode Island International Film Festival 2019, USA
Tirana International Film Festival 2019, Albania
ZINEBI Bilbao International Documentary & Short Film Festival 2019, Spain
among others.

Besim Ugzmajli
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THE DAY I KILLED YOU

9 min | Spanish | Spain | Thriller

Synopsis
Imagine your murderers describing in detail how they plan on killing you.

Edu Escudero graduated from the Pompeu Fabra University, completing his
studies in film direction at ECIB, Plató de
Cinema, and ESTUDIODECINE. He studied screenwriting at Escola d’escriptura
Ateneu Barcelonès and David Victori
workshops. For about 10 years, he combined his filmmaking and screenwriting
projects with his work as an advertising
creative. His works in advertising have
been recognized with more than 40
awards, among which the National Creativity Award (CdeC) stands out. Cuentos,
Reina del Misteri and La nit no em fallarà
are some of his works.

Lift-Off Showcase Online Extravaganza, London
9th Bangalore Shorts Film Festival, India- Special Jury Mention
L’Hospitalet De Llobregat International Film Festival, Spain
among others.

Edu Escudero
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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THE SCHOOL BUS

14 min | Turkish | Turkey | Comedy

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Nebahat, a teacher in her 20s, has just been appointed to a village
school in Anatolia. She realizes that her students are struggling to
reach school, hitchhiking tractors and using whatever means they
can find. She asks the Ministry of Education for a shuttle. Without
a driver, the vehicle is useless. She then decides to be the bus
driver for her students, but she can’t drive!

Ramazan Kılıç was born in Ağrı, East of
Turkey and studied Cinema-Tv and Literature at Istanbul Şehir University. His
first short film “Penaber” has screened
in numerous festivals and won many
awards. His latest film ‘The School Bus’
competed in the 42nd Clermont-Ferrand
International Film Festival.

42nd Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival 2020, France
Kaohsiung Film Festival 2019, Taiwan
21st Shorts International Short Film Festival 2020, Italy
Indy Shorts International Film Festival 2020, USA

Ramazan Kılıç
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VIRAGO

15 min | Estonian | Estonia | Family, Comedy

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
In Virago village, where no man has lived long enough to witness
their 40th birthday, Tõnu is about to turn forty.

Kerli Kirch has co-created and co-directed various plays for an award-winning Southern Estonian theatre group
Kõgõkogo, where she also acted. They
received various awards, including several nominations in school theatre festivals and the first place in the Estonian
Comedy Festival. Later, Kerli co-directed
a play that was performed in the theatre
Cabaret Rhizome. Through the film program at the University of Miami, Kerli is
equipped with both screenwriting and
directing. She is also part of the Miami
female filmmakers group where she currently works as 1st AD for a trilogy called
Dark Eros. Virago is Kerli’s first professionally produced film.

Montreal Festival Du Nouveau Cinéma 2019, Cananda
Palm Springs International Short Fest, USA
Warsaw International Film Festival 2019, Poland
among others.

Kerli Kirch Schneider
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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WHITE EYE

20 min | Hebrew | Israel | Tragedy, Human Rights

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
A man finds his stolen bicycle which now belongs to a stranger. In
his attempts to retrieve the bicycle, he struggles to remain human.

Tomer is a writer and film director from
Israel. He graduated from the Film Department of Minshar School of Art, Tel
Aviv, with an Excellence scholarship.
He directed “Inside Shells” which was
screened in FIPA and Sau Paulo international short film festival among others.
“White Eye”, his second short, won the
best short film award in Haifa International Film Festival. The film’s international premiere was at SXSW 2020. He’s
currently developing his first feature film
and the Israeli TV series “Torso”.

The Galway Film Fleadh 2020, Ireland - Best Short Fiction
Lighthouse International Film Festival 2020, USA - Best Short Film
Palm Springs International Short Fest, USA 2020
among others.

Tomer Shushan
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WINDOWLESS

28 min | Swiss German | Switzerland | Family

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
It has been 35 years since Maria left her newborn in a bay window.
With the help of the authorities, she tracks down her daughter and
meets Caroline for the first time. A DNA test is to prove their kinship. An increasingly close relationship develops between Maria
and Caroline. However, unfulfilled expectations and unresolved
accusations threaten to break it time and again.

Samuel Flueckiger grew up in Basel,
Switzerland. After graduating in Sociology and Cinema Studies from the University of Zurich, he attended programs in
screenwriting and producing at the University of California, Los Angeles. Samuel Flueckiger’s short films ‘Terminal’ and
‘Nachtlicht’ won awards at renowned
international film festivals and were sold
to multiple broadcasters.

42nd Drama International Short Film Festival 2019, Greece
49th Alcine Festival de Cine de Alcala de Henares 2019, Spain
55th Solothurn Film Festival, 2020, Switzerland
among others.

Samuel Flückiger
INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION
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Indian Competition Section showcases outstanding short films by a new wave
of emerging Indian filmmakers. Their innovative narration, cutting edge techniques, and alternate perspectives bring a difference to their short films. BISSF
aims to provide a platform for these filmmakers to showcase and promote their
films, facilitate discourses, and offer networking possibilities.
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JURY - INDIAN COMPETITION

Sofia Castaño
Writer, Cinema & Theatre
critic, Psychodramatist

Vikramaditya Motwane
Indian Filmmaker

INDIAN COMPETITION

Sofia Castaño was born in 1981 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. She
is a writer, cinema and theatre critic, translator, and Psychodramatist. She holds a degree in Arts (specialized in Cinema and Theatre) by the University of Buenos Aires, where she is also currently
studying Psychology. As a writer, she was selected as a resident
in Antonio Gala’s Foundation for Young Creators between 20052006, in Spain. During 2014 and 2015, she was the editor and
translator of the bilingual online magazine, India’s/Indies. Her
work on cinema, theatre, and culture have been published in different magazines (from Mexico, Argentina, and Uruguay). In 2017,
she published her first novel. Her fiction work, also published in
magazines and anthologies, has received several awards.

Born on December 06th, 1976, Vikramaditya Motwane is an Indian film director, producer, and screenwriter. He was a long-time
assistant of Sanjay Leela Bhansali and collaborated with him in
the films ‘Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam’ (1999) and ‘Devdas’ (2002).
His directorial debut ‘Udaan’ won seven Awards including Filmfare Critics Award for Best Movie and the Best Director Award at
the Star Screen Awards, 2011. He is also known for his screenwriting for the film ‘Dev D’. As a director, his other works include
‘Lootera’ (2013), ‘Trapped’ (2016), and ‘Bhavesh Joshi’ (2018).
He created Netflix’s first Indian series, ‘Sacred Games’ that was
based on the novel by Vikram Chandra and directed it along
with Anurag Kashyap. Few of the well known films he produced
include ‘Hasee Toh Phasee’, ‘Queen’, ‘NH 10’, ‘Masaan’, ‘Udta Punjab’, ‘Mukkabaaz’, ‘Manmarziyan’.
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JURY - INDIAN COMPETITION

Karthik Subbaraj
Indian Filmmaker
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Born on 19 March 1983 in Madurai, India, Karthik Subbaraj is an
Indian film director, writer, and producer. He made his first short
film ‘Kaatchi Pizhai’, which was selected for Nalaya Iyakunar (a
TV competition for short films). He then went on to make other films and released the 2012 low-budget thriller ‘Pizza’, which
was a commercial success. In 2013, he won the ‘Best Debutant
Director’ at SIMA awards. His film ‘Jigarthanda’, which deals with
the Madurai underworld, received critical acclaim. Some of the
well-known films he has produced include ‘Aviyal’ (2016), ‘Meyaadha Maan’ (2017), and ‘Penguin’ (2020). He has also produced
the 2018 Web Series, ‘Kallachirippu’. In his 5th directorial venture,
in 2019, he directed Rajnikanth movie ‘Petta’, produced by Sun
Pictures which was one of the biggest films of the year.

INDIAN COMPETITION

AGONY IN GREENERY ROUTE

7 min | Tamil | India | Family, Tradition

World Premiere
Synopsis
The film expresses the agony of an old farming couple who are
yet to discover the loss of their only land because of a road contruction over it.

Raam Na is a writer and director with
more than three years of experience in
the Tamil film industry as an assistant
and associate director.

Raam Na
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BHASAN- THE IMMERSION

14 min | Bengali | India | Adventure

World Premiere
Synopsis
The film revolves around two small towns separated by the India-Bangladesh border. Swades, a Hindu boy and Shabnam, a
Muslim girl, meet each other through social media. Every year
on the last day of Durga Puja (Dashami), the border dividing the
two towns opens up for people to meet. Shabnam comes to meet
Swades and they spend the day together. The border closes at
the end of the day and Shabnam returns. Their desire to see the
Bhasan (immersion ceremony) together remains a dream. Will
they meet again?

Trisha Nandi has a PG Diploma in Media
Studies from Calcutta University and a
certificate course in Editing from the
Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute.
Currently, she is the Editor of a Bengali
lifestyle magazine. She is also working
as an Associate Director with Debaloy
Bhattacharya and has worked in films
like Bidaay Byomkesh, several Bengali
web series, Corporate films and Advertisement films, Documentaries for
NGOs. Bhasan is the first short film written and directed by her.

Trisha Nandi
40

INDIAN COMPETITION

BLACK LABEL

25 min | Hindi, Marathi | India | Crime, Thriller

Synopsis
In order to retrieve his share from a diamond heist, a Mumbai cop
finds & confronts his young drug-addict partner who’s hiding in a
shady neighborhood. The junkie is clueless about the diamonds.
It’s been fifteen days since the heist and their third partner, a
smuggler with the diamonds, is missing. Will everything go according to the plan or does fate have something else in store for
them?

Amyth is a self-trained writer, director,
music composer and sound designer
from Mumbai. A Computer Engineer by
profession, he started working in theatres, composing music for plays and
short films while working full time. A
few years later, multi-tasking became
difficult and he quit his job. In the due
course, he was exposed to a plethora of
world cinema which motivated him to be
a filmmaker. He co-produced a few short
films from 2007 to 2010. Black Label is
his first directorial venture.

9th Dada Saheb Phalke Film Festival, New Delhi
India International Film Festival of Boston, USA
4th International Short Film Festival Pune
Asian Film Festival Los Angeles, Hollywood
John Abraham International Film Festival, Kerala among others

Amyth Patkar
INDIAN COMPETITION

41

CHAUKHAT

30 min | Bhojpuri | India | Family, Tradition

Synopsis
The film is about a woman conforming to the demands of her
family, their traditions, trying to become an “ideal” woman. When
she decides she wants to break free, her husband and the society aren’t supportive enough. She then realizes the importance of
one’s individuality and chooses to live life her way.

Bibhanshu Rai was born in Siwan, Bihar.
He completed his primary education
there. He moved to Rohtak, Haryana to
pursue film-making. He recently completed his graduation in film direction
from State University of Performing and
Visual Arts, Rohtak. His first film was in
Bhojpuri. He now aspires to make films
in his native language.

Mumbai International Film Festival, 2020
International Short & Independent Film Festival, Dhaka 2019

Bibhanshu Rai
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DHUMMAS

19 min | Gujarati | India | Family

Synopsis
The film is an encounter between a grandmother with memory
loss and Mrinalini, a young girl. Losing herself in this conversation,
Mrinalini draws an unlikely parallel between her present and her
grandmother-in-law’s past. Through these, the grandmother unexpectedly reminisces her days as a suppressed young woman. All
the things left unsaid are the essence of this insightful short film.

Nainisha Dedhia is a 22-year old undergraduate film student at the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad.
She believes that filmmaking is not all
skills, but a combination of creativity,
skills, and imagination. She reads and
researches extensively, the knowledge
from which has heightened her interest
and desire for creating something that
reflects her beliefs. She aspires to make
socially charged, introspective films that
use unusual narratives to convey her
message. Unusual narratives, indirect
visuals, and a play on audio have always
drawn her in.

Mumbai International Film Festival

Nainisha Dedhia
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FREE FAIR FEARLESS

6 min | Marathi | India | Comedy, Identity

Synopsis
It’s election time in an Indian village. A young man, with the help
of the police, shows how awareness of one’s constitutional rights
and duties can help you dispel fears and thwart threats from disruptive elements. The film intends to convey that India is a vibrant
and fulsome democracy, incidentally the largest in the world. This
film also recognizes how the Indian police and administration
work tirelessly to secure the sanctity of the electoral process.

Aarti S Bagdi is a Nine-time Awardee
(Japan, Turkey, India, America, and Vietnam) and directed Flight of Freedom
(Udne Do), officially selected for 24
international festivals. Her 2017 short
film ‘Khamakha’ won the Filmfare for
the Best Short Film People’s Choice. She
co-wrote and produced (associate) the
Netflix film ‘Bombairiya’. She also Co-Directed a documentary on Sky Clad Jain
Monks now screened around 250 times
across India, the USA, and the UK. She
worked as an assistant director and then
for Japan’s largest film production. Her
2019 short film for Free Fair Fearless
for Elections in India won her an award
from the National Institute of Rural Development.

Chennai International Short Film Festival
International Film of Human Rights Festival, Valencia

Aarti Bagdi
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HUNGER

8 min | Hindi | India | Comedy

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
Inspired by true events, Hunger is about a homeless man and
his love for food. He is a pauper in real life but a connoisseur of
“gourmet” food at heart. He does not eat to live, but lives to eat!
Living by the railway tracks, he sells novelty items at Mumbai’s
busy traffic signals. One day, he passes by a restaurant serving
the most delicious food. The sizzling platters really tempt him.
As luck might have it, he gets an opportunity to fulfill his desires.
The man sets out on this whimsical adventure, only to succumb
to his greed.

Katyayan Shivpuri is a writer and director from Mumbai. He started his career
by learning the craft on Bollywood film
sets and television commercials. His
stories depict raw human emotions.
Ironic situations, flawed characters,
and finding the silver lining are some
things he likes to incorporate into his
storytelling. He wants his stories to
evoke bittersweet emotions among the
audience, and perhaps even leave a lasting impression. His first short film won
him an award from the National Film
development corporation of India (NFDC
SBFF) film festival. This is his second
short film.

11th New York City independent film festival- Best Super Short, Best Actor
53rd Houston international film festival
Los Angeles diversity film festival
among others

Katyayan Shivpuri
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KAALA (BLACK)

15 min | English, Hindi | India | Thriller

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
Even before an African student realizes what it means to be an
alien in a country, he becomes a victim of racial discrimination.

Tarun Jain is an independent filmmaker
from Delhi. His first short film “Aakhir At Last” was submitted to 40+ international film festivals. It won a “Gold Remi
Award” at the 47th Worldfest, Houston,
Texas, and was distributed for TV in the
USA and EMEA territories. His 2nd short
film ‘Amma Meri’ (Mother) was in the International competition at Tampere Film
Festival, IFFI Goa, and has been released
on YouTube by a leading short film channel. His last film, ‘Kaala’ was possible because of a crowdfunding campaign. He
is now working on a new short film.

Cinequest Film & Vr Festival, San Jose & Redwood City
Rapid Lion - South African International Film Festival

Tarun Jain
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MISS MAN

25 min | Bengali | India | LGBTQ

Synopsis
Manob is in love with a man. He must fight off the society and his
abusive, homophobic father determined to “cure his son of the
disease”. He realizes that he could be a woman trapped inside a
man’s body. The stakes get higher when his lover refuses to accept him unless he transforms into a woman completely. Dejected, Manob decides to travel to the city for a sex change operation.
Meanwhile, Manob’s father arranges his marriage with a relative’s
daughter. Manob is now faced with the dilemma of giving up his
struggle or standing up for who he truly is.

34th BFI Flare: London LGBTQ+ Film Festival
11th KASHISH Mumbai International Queer Film Festival
32nd IMAGE+NATION LGBTQ Film Festival
24th LesGaiCineMad, Madrid International LGBTI Film Festival
10th Bangalore Queer Film Festival
among others.
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Tathagata has always believed in telling
stories of people from different social
backgrounds. He graduated (Mass
Communication and Videography B.Sc)
from St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata, and
then from Vancouver Film School. He
has been making films for 8 years now.
Tathagata writes for leading web film
magazines about cinema and film making like Jamuura. His detective novel
“Senilar Sonket” was published in the
Kolkata International Book Fair 2016. He
has directed commercials, music videos,
and written several screenplays. His last
short “The Demon” (Doitto) traveled to
25+ international film festivals and has
won 4 awards.

Tathagata Ghosh
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NAME

23 min | Malayalam | India | Fantasy

World Premiere
Synopsis
The story takes place in a city with no names for its people or
places. The protagonist, a native of the city, returns from abroad
to marry after 10 yrs. He is then burdened with the city’s lack of
names and identity.

Ram Kiran is a passionate filmmaker,
who has worked on projects in regional
languages as an Associate cinematographer.

Ram kiran
48

INDIAN COMPETITION

ORU SINGLE ROOM

6 min | Malayalam | India | Family

Synopsis
The film talks about a man’s basic needs.

Vishnu Dev is an aspiring filmmaker who
works as an assistant director in the Malayalam film industry. He has directed a
few independent short films.

4th Adoor International Film Festival- Best Director
National Documentary and Short Film Festival,
Venu Nagavally Film Festival.

Vishnu Dev
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PIKLU

26 min | Bengali, English | India | Identity, Comedy

Synopsis
This film is the story of a young man with a Ph.D. in ‘Bengali’.
Suddenly, he finds that his “Bengali” community has suffered a
loss of cultural values and authenticity. To undo all this, he resorts
to spiritual practices. He meets with a pseudo-religious preacher
who takes him under his wing. In the end, a famous Bengali Linguist, icon and revivalist of the language appears and condemns
him for not reversing language loss in his community, while seeking refuge in desultory religious practices. The film is a political
satire.

Mrinmoy Nandi has a PG degree in Cinematography from Satyajit Ray Film
& Television Institute (SRFTI). He has
recently completed an extensive research-based audio-visual documentation project for Cultural Research Institute, Kolkata on art, culture, and crafts
of 10 scheduled tribes of North Bengal.
He works as an editor of www.kaahon.
com, the leading web portal researching, documenting, and archiving art &
cultural activities of present and past.
His works include KHELNABATI (Play
Things) - a long documentary, SHOHORNAMA (Urban shorts)- a short documentary and PIKLU, a short fiction, all
of which have won prestigious awards.

Thailand- Best Short Film & Best Editing
10th Dada Saheb Phalke Film Festival-2020, New Delhi- Honorable Jury Mention
Siliguri Short & Documentary Film Festival, 2020
among others

Mrinmoy Nandi
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POET IN TWO WORLDS

30 min | Marathi | India | Tragedy, Human Rights

Synopsis
Raja is an unemployed rural young man with a master’s degree.
His passion for poetry infuriates his father who expects him to
work on their farm. His village, its traditional order of living, the
varying emotions and the struggle for existence inspires Raja’s
poems. One day, he’s invited to the city’s lit-fest. A whole new
world is then unveiled to him. He finds a platform to recite poetry. Simultaneously, the village is going through a few unexpected
incidents, making the environment hostile. Unlike several times
before, Raja decides to chase his dreams instead. Did he make
the right choice?

Swapnil Kapure is an alumnus of Film
& Television Institute Of India, Pune.
He worked as an Associate Director,
Co-writer & Director for various Marathi
feature films, Documentaries & Ads with
eminent directors. At FTII, he went on to
make films as a student. His documentary, “Thiyya” has received prestigious
CILECT’s Asia Pacific Award of 2018.
His final diploma film “Bhar Dupari” (The
Afternoon) was awarded the National
Film Award for the non-feature category in 2018 and was selected for the
49th IFFI. Both these films have been
screened at multiple festivals across
India and abroad and received multiple
awards.

17th Indisches Film Festival Stuttgart 2020
Tagore International Film Festival- Best Short film(critics), Best Director (audience
choice)
among others

Swapnil Vasant Lata Kapure
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SNAKES AND LADDERS

30 min | Marathi | India | Abuse, Family

Synopsis
Snakes and Ladders is a story of chance. Amruta, an eleven-yearold, has become accustomed to the uncertainties caused by her
dominant father that for every die roll helping her climb a ladder,
she believes there’s a snake waiting to attack her.

Mayura is a software professional running an ed-tech start up. She’s always
excited by technology and entrepreneurship. She cares and stands for quality of
education. Being a storyteller by heart,
she has chosen cinema as a medium to
recite stories of women, freedom and
rationality.

Dada Saheb Phalke Film Festival 2020- Honorable Jury Mention Award
Kolkata Shorts International Film Festival 2020
Jaipur Film World 2020
among others

Mayura Dolas
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SUNDAY

Synopsis
When a middle-aged Kamble makes his weekly visit to the neighborhood barbershop, it’s not just for a shave. He can’t wait to be
touched by Jaan, the new barber-boy he has a crush on. It’s the
highlight of his otherwise dull existence as a married man, leading
a dual life in a society that abhors homosexuality.

10 min | Hindi | India | Drama

Arun Fulara is a writer and filmmaker
from Mumbai. Sunday is his debut short
film. He’s previously worked as an assistant on award-winning films like Ajji &
Bhonsle with the acclaimed filmmaker
Devashish Makhija. His short story –
The Leopard of Bageshwar – won an
‘Honourable Mention’ in a short story
contest by the publishing firm Juggernaut and was subsequently published
on their platform remaining one of their
most popular stories. He’s published half
a dozen short stories across genres like
science fiction and mythology. He also
writes for Scroll.com, Huffington Post,
and Film Companion. He was previously
the editor of filmmaking website Jamuura.com, which he built from scratch
along with a team of young writers.

Tampere Film Festival
Roze Filmdagen Amsterdam
Positively Different Short Film Festival
Outfest Peru
London India Film Festival.

Arun Fulara
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THE LITTLE RIDDLE

15 min | Malayalam| India | Abuse, Family

Synopsis
Ammu, the eight-year-old daughter of Deepak and Shrinda, is
asked to make a scrapbook of newspaper cuttings for homework.
She collects several newspaper clippings and pastes them all with
great care. As the holidays arrive, she visits her father’s native village. Away from the busy city, Ammu finds the place really beautiful and calm. Though happy being around, she keeps a deliberate
distance from her grandpa and it was quite noticeable. Her father
wants to know what’s bothering her. He soon finds from her scrapbook a newspaper cut-out about a child abuse case that involved
the victim’s grandfather.

Anoop Oommen started his career as
a cinematographer and later directed
several short films. His works such
as “Ithrayum Yathabhagam” and “The
Haunted Mind” were in the limelight and
gained wide acclaim at a National level.
His short films were exhibited in several
National and International film festivals.
He’s directed more than twelve short
films and several documentaries. “The
Little Riddle” is his latest short film.

SMIFA International Film Festival 2019 Bengaluru
4th International Short Film Festival Pune, 2019
The Filmingo International Short Film Festival 2020, Mumbai
among others

Anoop Oommen
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The Section is dedicated to notable films from the Karnataka region, wherein
they bring in the local sensibilities to narrate their tales. Film enthusiasts can
experience the rise of Kannada short films and the aim is to discover and promote emerging talent. BISFF provides an opportunity for young filmmakers to
connect with experienced doyens from the entertainment industry.
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Roopa Rao
Indian Filmmaker

Ere Gowda
Indian Filmmaker
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Roopa Rao is an independent Indian filmmaker from Bangalore. Born on May 18, 1981, in Bengaluru, India, she completed
a course in film direction & production from the Asian Academy
of Film and Television, Delhi and moved to London, UK to assist
a documentary filmmaker. Later, she returned to India and made
documentaries and short films in order to improvise her craft.
She is the writer and director of India’s first same-sex love story web series, ‘The Other Love Story’ (2016). Rao is also known
for directing the critically acclaimed Kannada film ‘Gantumoote’
(2019), ‘Kurai Ondrum Illai’, an independent Tamil feature film and
her co-direction in ‘Vishnuvardhana’, a Kannada feature film. Her
other known works include ‘Let Live’ (2009), ‘Hot Seat’ (2011),
‘BFF- Breath Friend Forever’ (2017), and many more.

Born in 1981 to a farming family in Mandya, India, Ere Gowda
is an Indian Filmmaker and screenwriter. He is known for his
award-winning Kannada film ‘Balekempa’ that won the FIPRESCI
award in Bright Future Competition at International Film Festival,
Rotterdam. He was also the screenwriter of the award-winning
Kannada film ‘Thithi’ directed by Raam Reddy. Being a motivational speaker, he has taken part in INK talks and several international
conferences. His film ‘Balekempa’ was listed under the ten most
notable films at IFFR. His other works include ‘Sarala Virala’, a
documentary film about L Narayana Reddy, an Octogenarian organic farmer.
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S Surendranath
Writer, Theatre Artist,
Columnist
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S Surendranath is a writer, theatre artist and columnist. An
alumnus of National School of Drama, he won the Ibsen Scholarship 2019 instituted by Teater Ibsen, Skien, Norway. He served
as the principal for Neenasam Theatre Institute, Heggodu; was
the Artistic Director for Ranga Shankara, Bangalore; and was a
regular theatre columnist and theatre & film critic for Bangalore
editions of Indian Express & Sunday Mid-day, Udayavani. Actively
involved with the Grips Movement in India, he adapted and directed Grips plays in Kannada. Some of the books he has published
are Nataleele Kattu Kathegalu, Enna Bhavada Kedu, Gaalige Bidda Chandrana Tundugalu, among others. He is also known for
his work on the story for the films- Kendasampige, Tagaru, and
Popcorn-Monkey-Tiger. Some of the plays he has written/adapted and directed include Aatankavaadiya Aakasmika Saavu, Hulagoora Huliyavva, Janateya Shatru, Ee Mukhadavaru. His other
theatre works include Nagamandala, Yayati, Bendakalu On Toast,
and others. He has won the Karnataka State Film Awards for Best
Story/Dialogues for the film Aatanka, Best Dialogues for Bhoomi
Taayiya Chochalu Maga; and was honoured by the Karnataka Nataka Academy in 1997 for his work in theatre.

57

APPAN DIRECTION HAIR STYLE BY
KRISHNANNA

8 min | Kannada | India | Family

World Premiere

Synopsis
The story depicts how a small thing, like a haircut, can shatter a
kid’s world and how they affect us when we’re adults.

Deepak Ram is a designer, animator &
photographer by profession and filmmaker and entrepreneur by passion.
He’s got an experience of 8 years in design, animation, motion graphic & video
production. His previous Short film was
Anamadheya Appayamma.

Deepak Ram
58

KARNATAKA COMPETITION

BISIBELEBATH

24 min | Kannada | India | Family, Comedy

World Premiere
Synopsis
Rakesh is a software engineer forced to stay back home one day
because of his swollen leg. He is restless and confused sitting at
home. Surrounded by gadgets, he feels unsettled. His uncle and
aunt then visit him unexpectedly. They seem like ghosts from the
past - a non-digital past he’s forgotten all about. The BisiBelebath
his aunt brings him changes everything, restoring his memories,
leaving him confused.

Aravind Kaushik is a filmmaker from
Bengaluru. He’s directed five feature
films including Nam Arealondina (2010),
Tuglak (2012), Huliraaya (2017) and is
now ready with two films titled ‘Shardhoola and Steel Paathre saaman’, both
of which are due for release. Aravind
has successfully ventured into television and directed four popular television
soaps. Many popular actors in Sandalwood started off their careers with projects directed by Aravind Kaushik.

Aravind Kaushik
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DHWARA

11 min | Kannada | India | Sci Fi, Retro

World Premiere
Synopsis
This film is the story of two dimensions named Dhwara and
Bhoomi set in the 80s. Dhwara’s people control death in Bhoomi.
The story revolves around the protagonist who has just been promoted as a field agent and is ready to take his first assignment
in Bhoomi, which is to declare death to a small child and bring
her back to Dhwara. How does he deal with ongoing conflict of
emotions?

Shreyas N Rao is a Bangalore based
Computer Engineer whose sole passion
has been film-making & acting. He pursued film making while simultaneously
getting his engineering degree. He’s self
taught through exposure to global cinema, youtube, books, and trial & error. To
apply the knowledge practically he decided to make 3 zero budget short films
with a minimum crew- Lagori, Bandi, and
Koori.

Shreyas N Rao
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EREHULU

12 min | Kannada | India | Crime

World Premiere
Synopsis
A Marketing Executive picks a phone up from the road. What happens next is the crux of the story.

Sathish Rajendran is a fIlm-maker
turned cinematographer, working for the
Kannada Film Industry. He has worked
on a number of Short Films. He now
works for commercial Films as a DOP.

Sathish Rajendran
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FRAYED LINES

20 min | Kodava, Assamese | India | Drama

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
This film is a subtle conversation about the lives of the marginalized - the people who live on the peripherals of their everyday lives
and their boundaries. Amidst the burgeoning crisis of immigration
and unemployment, two individuals who don’t speak a common
language connect while working on the coffee plantations in a
remote corner of India.

Priya Belliappa is a film director and
screenwriter. She enrolled at Srishti
School of Art Design and Technology
and completed PG in film direction from
FTII. She assisted directors Sunhil Sippy
and Ram Madhvani in several advertising films. She was also an associate
director for the critically acclaimed Kannada movie Mathe Banni Preethsona,
directed by Ravindra H.P. Das. Her debut
feature film, Ring Road, was recognized
by UNESCO for having an all-women
crew. UNESCO featured this film in their
book on gender equality, heritage, and
creativity.

Indian Film Festival of Stuttgart

Priya Belliappa
62

KARNATAKA COMPETITION

GPS

20 min | Kannada | India | Thriller, Comedy

Synopsis
Cab driver Ramesh has lost his way after dropping a passenger
at Bangalore’s remote outskirts. While his wife calls him, asking
him to return soon, he’s worried about it running out of battery,
therefore reacting rudely with an unthoughtful statement, asking
her to hang up.

Raghunandan K S started his career in
advertising as a visualizer with his first
startup called filmcamp.tv with director Sanjay Nambiar. He helped create
around 100 short films for hands-on
filmmaking workshops. Later, he started his own Ad film production house,
Working Web Ad Content. He made his
first short film in 2012 called HOT SEAT.
He edited trailers & promotional content
for an award-winning Kannada feature
film called “ Rama Rama Re...” and then
worked as an associate director for “Ondalla Eradalla..” a national award-winning film.

Stoned Monkey International Film Festival
CASTTREE Short Film Festival
FILMINGO Short Film Festival
Kalburgi Short Film Festival
among others.

Raghunandan K S
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KORU

25 min | Kannada | India | Abuse, Family

Synopsis
All of Indra’s days are stories of trauma and survival. Her hope of
a normal life is dependent on her strength to stand up and fight
and on Ravi, who has his own demons to fight. ‘Koru’ is a Kannada short film that looks at life’s choices and how it affects one’s
destiny.

Karthik Rao is the Co-Founder of Rutah
Studios. He is a passionate visual storyteller and editor who has directed many
short films, documentaries, and corporate films.

Dada Saheb Phalke International Film Festival
The Lift-off Sessions UK festival
among others.

Karthik Rao
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LOTTERY

22 min | Kannada | India | Family

World Premiere
Synopsis
The film is a depiction of life’s vagaries and complexities.

Jagadish Nadanalli started his career
in the Kannada Film Industry as a
writer. He has written screenplay and
dialogues for TV serials, shows, and
movies. His first directorial movie was
‘Rocket’, which he directed under screen
name Shivashashi. He has also written
two English novels ‘Me, My Friends and
an Aunty’ and ‘The Third Love’.

Jagadish Nadanalli
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MUMUKSHU (LIBERATION)

15 min | Kannada | India | Abuse, Family

Synopsis
The protagonist goes through severe mental trauma after she
hears some heartbreaking news. The different thought processes
a woman goes through is depicted in this film. Mumukshu unravels that a woman’s heart is an ocean of secrets.

Sourabh is an artist, actor, anchor and
director by profession. He has been
active in theatre activities, a part of the
Bengaluru Theatre Ensemble team and
Prabhath Kalavidaru. He established
‘Nammanne Productions’ with his
friends’ help and has directed Kannada
short films – ‘Fivaidhu’, ‘Bengaluru Traffic Guru’, ‘Sannadhdha’, ‘Prakshubdha’.
He directed ‘Aspashta’ and ‘Mumukshu’
under the banner Dhupada Drushya, produced by Somashekara Dhupada.

Belgaum International Short Film Festival 2019- Best Cinematographer
Kalburgi International Short Film Festival 2020- Best Actress
Lethargic Film Festival 2019, KIMS College, Bengaluru- Best Film
John Abraham International Short Film Festival 2019
among others.

Sourabh Kulkarni
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NITYA

28 min | Kannada | India | Trauma

World Premiere
Synopsis
Nitya, a 30-year-old woman, lives in Bengaluru and works as a
fitness trainer in a reputed Gym. She is fit, works out religiously,
lives alone in a 1bhk, travels on a 2 wheeler, follows a strict diet,
and has good sleeping habits. Her routine seems very clinical. She
looks happy, but barely speaks to anyone, is peculiar and has no
friends. At night, she curls up in bed, leaving the bed lamp one,
portraying her vulnerability to darkness.

Pradeep Padma Kumar worked as an assistant cinematographer in feature films
and went on to study cinematography in
LV Prasad Film Academy, Chennai. His
diploma film ‘Dwaraka’ won him the best
cinematography award and his Music
Video, the best music video award at
Mumbai International Short Film Festival. After Graduating from film School
he worked as an assistant cinematographer in Hindi Feature Films and Ads In
Mumbai. Nitya is his first film as a writer
and director. He is also its cinematographer.

Pradeep Padma Kumar
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PARALLEL LINES

28 min | Kannada | India | Family

World Premiere
Synopsis
Gangadhara is a 36-year-old man from a village. Listening to his
brother-in-law, he comes to Bengaluru to work as a priest in a temple. His younger brother, Rajeeva, works in their brother-in-law’s
factory. Gangadhar’s neighbor, Lata is a school teacher and a divorcee. She lives with her 10-year-old daughter. The interesting
multi-layered story between Gangadhar-Lata-Rajeev unfolds itself
steadily.

Parallel Lines’ (Samantara Geregalu) is
the fifth short film by Naresh Hegde. He
believes that visual storytelling is very
personal and that the writer and director must thrive for personal satisfaction
through it to succeed in the form. He
loves writing multiple scripts simultaneously and is currently fine-tuning his
next film. He knows that filmmaking is
a slow process and so, is exploring his
abilities patiently.

Naresh Hegde Dodmari
68

KARNATAKA COMPETITION

PICASI

26 min | Kannada | India | Philosophical Drama

Synopsis
The film talks about the current world, which is selfish and cruel.
A philosophical drama that is an adaptation of Leo Tolstoy’s short
story.

Vinod Kulashekaran is an aspiring filmmaker from India. PICASI is his first directed short film. He aspires to tell a story that will reach a worldwide audience.

10th Dada Saheb Phalke Film Festival 2020- Special Mention
8th Delhi International Film Festival 2020
9th Kolkata Shorts International Film
4th Jaipur Film World 2020

Vinod Kulashekaran
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SRISHTI

12 min | Kannada | India | Family

Synopsis
A married couple, a cozy apartment, a casual romantic evening
and a phone call which changes everything. Was the phone call
a Beginning or was it the End of it all? ‘Srishti’, which can be
translated to Genesis in English, is a psychological thriller short
inspired by “If on a Winter’s Night a Traveller” by Italo Calvino.

Nexgn International Short Film Festival 2019- Best Short Film
Kalaburagi International Short Film Festival 2020- Best Production, Best Cinematography
Virgin Spring Cinefest 2020- Best Short Film
8th Mumbai Shorts International Film Festival 2019
Chennai International Short Film Festival 2020
among others
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Vikram Thalialla is a software engineer
by profession, a theatre enthusiast,
and a passionate filmmaker. Along with
filmmaking, he has directed and acted
in various theatre plays and is actively
involved with Bangalore theatre group
‘Sanchaya’. He wrote and directed Kannada short films A.R.T and 6. In addition,
Vikram Thalialla has worked as an editor
and in post-production of the Kannada
micro web series, A Conviction (2020).

Vikram Thalialla
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THE LA[O]ST CASE

22 min | Kannada | India | Drama

Synopsis
Nagarajaiah, a cop on the verge of retirment, takes the responsibility of writing a closing report on Anand’s death case, declared
a suicide. However, Nagarajaiah decides to meet Anand’s guru
Kamath (a screenwriter) before closing the report. Is the purpose
only to meet Kamath or to unravel something else?

9th Bangalore Short Film Festival 2020- Special Festival Mention
8th Delhi Short International Film Festival 2020- Honorable Jury Mention
10th Dadasaheb Phalke Film Festival 2020- Special Festival Mention
Kalaburagi International Short Film Festival 2020- Best Short Film, Best Director,
Best Actor
among others.

KARNATAKA COMPETITION

After pursuing a career for 8 years in
the IT industry, Pradeep Krishnamurthy
decided to follow his passion and joined
a 3 months direction course at the Institute of Moving Image. He shot his first
horror/thriller short film, Sambhavath,
which won the Best Director Award at
Stoned monkey International Short Film
Festival, was screened at Berlin Flash
Film Festival and won many more accolades. With a mind to make quality films,
he spent one year in the making of THE
LA(O)ST CASE, a thriller short film.

Pradeep Krishnamurthy
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YOYO

25 min | Kannada | India | Thriller

Synopsis
YoYo is a fantasy, comedy-drama about a wastrel named Vini with
a troubled love life. His girlfriend is unhappy with his attitude towards life, the uncertainty of their future and wants to break up.
What if you were to get a second chance? The film is about how he
handles this delicate situation with an accidental discovery of a
small but pivotal element of fantasy & science fiction incorporated into a folklore-ish tale. Girgitle breaks this long-existing pattern
by making time loop independent and therefore creating interesting possibilities like the ‘Bootstrap Paradox’.

Shashi Kumar P. is an Indian film director
who works in the Kannada film industry.
He worked as an assistant director in
critically acclaimed and commercially
successful movies like Lucia, Ulidavaru
Kandante, Ricky, and Kirik Party. Shashi
marked his debut with Girgitle (YoYo)
and as an independent director with the
movie Kathasangama. He directed one
of the seven stories in the aforementioned anthology.

Shashi Kumar P
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One of the most experimental, challenging, and loved genres of cinema. Animation has its special place in BISFF as well. This section presents animation
films from India and the world, showcasing new styles, competitive techniques,
and unexplored narratives.

ANIMATION COMPETITION
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JURY - ANIMATION COMPETITION

Avrill Stark
Film Producer

B.S Srinivas
20+ years in Animation/VFX/
Media & Entertainment
Industry
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Avrill is the Managing Director of A Stark Production and a highly
regarded independent Producer and Creator of children’s content.
Over the past 15 years, Avrill has become a leader in children’s
animation. She has been the Creative Director of Flying Bark Studios, where she launched Avrill Stark Entertainment (ASE Studios), producing several global co-productions. Her screen credits
include ‘The Eggsperts’, ‘Lah Lah’s Adventures’, ‘Vic The Viking’,
‘The Woodies’, ‘Zigby’, ‘Zeke’s Pad’, ‘The Legend of Enyo’, ‘Erky
Perky’ and the delightful pre-school series ‘Pop Pups’ to name a
few. In 2010 /2011 her first feature film ‘Santa’s Apprentice’ was
released across 450 screens throughout France and Australia
and was a winner of the UNICEF Award at Annecy. At A Stark Production, Avrill is focused on developing diverse content and also
supporting new creative talent in the pursuit of their passion.

Being in the media & entertainment industry for more than two
decades, B.S Srinivas was among the first to start animation &
VFX education in the country 20 years ago. With profound interest in the animation field, Srinivas serves various roles. He is the
Director of Arena Animation-Malleswaram & Rajajinagar centers,
two among the first animation & VFX training centers to open in
the country; Co-founder & Director of Purple Arrow Films; and the
CEO of upcoming animation & VFX production house, VedAtma
Animation Studios. He is also the secretary of ABAI a non-profit
trade organization supported by the Govt. of Karnataka.
He ventured into feature film production under the banner name
of ‘Purple Rock Entertainers’ & produced ‘BHINNA’ and ‘Dear
Sathya’ (to be released).
Apart from his interest in movies, Srinivas is the Co-founder of
i-mov Motiontech, a medical technology company whose aim is
to create new technologies to diagnose, predict, and treat movement disorders.

ANIMATION COMPETITION
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Vishal T.M
CEO, Videogyan

ANIMATION COMPETITION

Vishal T.M is the CEO of Videogyan. He graduated from Visvesvaraya Technological University, Belgaum, Karnataka,and holds
a postgraduate diploma in management from the University of
Cardiff, UK. Leveraging the experience from the US-based online
media giant Howcast, he has been instrumental in identifying the
potential of this venture. His work experience with Howcast influenced him to start his own video startup, Videogyan. His brother Rangarao T M is the in-charge of the strategic operations of
Videogyan. His belief in the power of online videos helped him
realise the opportunities in the new age media and identify new
categories for their channel.
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ABE’S STORY

13 min | English | Ireland | Horror, Comedy, Historical

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Set in Victorian London, Abe, an overworked Irish writer, draws
inspiration from his day job in the theatre to write a brilliant bloody
novel.

Adam is an award-winning (Broadcast
Design Awards) director, animator,
and editor. He worked with Academy
Award-nominated,
BAFTA-winning
Costume Designer Charles Knode on
Braveheart. He studied with the legendary Production Designer Bob Boyle and
Oscar winner Frank Pierson and graduated with an MFA from American Film
Institute. Adam animated a key VFX
sequence for Ocean’s Eleven. He worked
at UPP in Prague on Wonderwoman, on
the opening titles for Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol, etc... His films were
screened at prestigious film festivals. In
2018, Adam produced an award-winning
feature documentary ‘Under the Clock’.
‘Abe’s story’ is his directorial debut.

Galway Film Fleadh, Ireland
Seoul International Film Festival, South Korea
Bram Stoker Festival, Ireland
Torino Short Film Market, Italy
among others.

Adam H Stewart
76

ANIMATION COMPETITION

ANACRONTE

Synopsis
Anacronte and the Sorcerers of Evil, emotionless and eager to fulfill their destiny, put to test humanity’s happiness.

15 min | No Dialogue |Argentina | Fantasy

Raúl Koler is an Argentinean artist who
has worked on a series of literature, photography, and film projects. Novels like
‘Mandato Familiar’, ‘Trancoso’, ‘La Cadena de Huayna Capac’, ‘De aquí y allá’ – a
Photography Book, ‘Anacronte’ – Short
Story, are some of his works.
Emiliano Sette is a director and screenwriter of Transmedia content in studios, production agencies, institutions
like Magic Gardens Animation Studios,
Celeste Studios, La República de Los
Niños, and Smilehood, among others.
He won the Martín Fierro Award for Best
Children’s Cable Program in 2012 and
was nominated for Best Children’s Air
Television Program in 2013.

New York Animation Film Awards 2020- Best Sound in Animation
International Film Festival of the Caribbean Sea
Noida international film festival, India- Winner
Berlin Lift-Off Film Festival, Germany
among others

Raúl Koler, Emiliano Sette
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AVARYA

20 min | Turkish | Turkey | Sci-Fi, Mystery, Adventure

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Embarked on a spaceship to find a habitable planet, the human
is trapped in his ship after the robot overseer finds every single
candidate planet unsuitable. Eventually, the human finds a way
out, but that will only reveal a dark secret.

Gökalp Gönen(born in 1989 in Hatay,
Turkey) graduated YTU Interactive Media Design. His short film ‘’Golden Shot’’
was screened at many and won many
awards. Currently, he works as a freelance animator and technical director in
Istanbul.

38th Istanbul Film Festival, Turkey- Best Short Film
Colorado International SciFi & Fantasy Film Festival, USA
Brussel Short Film Festival. Belgium
Edinburgh Short Film Festival, UK
among others.

Gökalp Gönen
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CRUNCH

10 min | English | United States | Sci-Fi

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Crunch is a sci-fi/comedy 3D animation film. The story starts with
a tiny guy, Bob, and his morning after starting work for a space
agency. While watching the spaceship launch, Bob is struck by a
bolt of mysterious lightning and grows bigger, only to never stop.

Liukaidi Peng started 3D animation in
college and directed three animated
short films, “Finding the Light”, “Trace”,
and “C.A.N.S”. After graduation, he
worked as a storyboard artist at Light
Chaser Animation in China and on
two animated feature films, “Car and
Peachtopia” and “White Snake”. After
going to the United States, he created
“Counting Down” and “Crunch” during
his two-year’s graduate study. He is now
a Layout Trainee at the Walt Disney Animation Studios.

Palm Springs International Animation Festival, 2019
GLAS Animation Festival, Berkeley
MADRIFF • Madrid Indie Film Festival, Spain
among others

Liukaidi Peng
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EPIRENOV

15 min | No Dialogue | Argentina | Sci-Fi, Stop Motion

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
Epirenov is the last inhabitant on Earth. He walks around the empty desert in search of pieces necessary to build a partner. On one
of his usual tours, he discovers an artifact that will change his
world.

Alejandro Ariel Martin is an audiovisual
director in Film and Television, with a
Degree in Social Communication from
the National University of Rosario. He
also has a postgraduate degree in Creative Communication from the Autonomous University of Barcelona. He director and screen wrote the animated short
film Epirenov. He also won the Espacio
Santafesino stimulus award.

Festival Internacional del Nuevo Cine Latinoamericano, Cuba, 2019
Our Fest Stop Motion, Argentina, 2020
La Guarimba, Italia, 2020

Alejandro Ariel Martin
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GRAND ADVENTURE RAILROAD

15 min | Fictional Language | Taiwan | Family

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
When a luxurious ‘family touring train’ halts in a pitch-black tunnel,
an uninvited creature sneaks on board...

Hsiao-Shan Huang is a director and
visual designer from Taiwan. She is an
alumnus of the New York University
Tisch Asia.

Taipei Film Festival, Taiwan

Hsiao-Shan Huang
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KAPAEMAHU

9 min | Other | United States | Indigenous, LGBTQA

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Kapaemahu reveals the healing power of four mysterious stones
on Waikiki Beach and the legendary transgender spirits within
them. Long ago, four extraordinary individuals of dual male and
female spirits brought the healing arts from Tahiti to Hawaii. Beloved by the people, they imbued four giant boulders with their
powers. The stones still stand on Waikiki Beach, but the true story
was hidden – until now. Drawing on new research and narrated
in an ancient Hawaiian dialect, Kapaemahu brings this powerful
legend back to life in vivid animation, seen through the eyes of a
curious child.

Tribeca Film Festival, New York City- Special Jury Mention
Palm Spring International ShortFest 2020, USA
Melbourne International Film Festival 2020 Australia
New Zealand International Film Festival, Auckland
among others
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Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu is a Native Hawaiian K-12 teacher, cultural practitioner,
composer and filmmaker. She began her
work as a protagonist and educational
advisor for the award-winning documentaries “Kumu Hina” and “A Place in the
Middle” and received a National Education Association Human Rights Award,
Native Hawaiian Educator of the year
and White House Champion of Change.
Hina produced the PBS/ARTE feature
documentary “Leitis in Waiting” and
award-winning “short Lady Eva” about
her transgender sisters in the Kingdom
of Tonga. Her co-Directors/Producers
Dean Hamer and Joe Wilson are Emmy
and GLAAD Award-winning filmmakers.
This is their fifth film together.

Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu,
Dean Hamer, Joe WIlson
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OXYGEN

11 min | English | Belgium | Sci-Fi

World Premiere
Synopsis
On a faraway planet, home to Bobtors, an astronaut-doctor suffers
from a lack of oxygen. To survive, she has to pay the highest price
as a human and as a doctor.

Violette Belzer and Rocky Grispen are
independent filmmakers and Oxygen
is their first animation film. They won
the Sabam pitch at Leuven International Short Film Festival (BE) and a grant
for post-production. Rocky Grispen is
an Independent screenwriter/director
from Belgium. He is also developing
a British animation series with Prof.
Maurice Suckling. Violette Belzar is an
Animator/illustrator from Holland and
is a Graduate of Nederlands Instituut
Animatiefilm.

Rocky Grispen, Violette Belzer
ANIMATION COMPETITION
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PACE

12 min | No Dialogue | Germany | Social Issues

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
A man tries to keep pace with the hand of a clock, turning faster
than ever, until he’s overtaken by time itself. PACE explores modern relationships with time and a constant feeling of not having
enough of it.

Born in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany, Kai directed his first short films while
studying film production in Dortmund.
After receiving his diploma, he worked
for X Filme Creative Pool in Berlin and on
the set of productions as an assistant
director, producing and directing short
films and music videos in Berlin. He was
part of Saatchi&Saatchi New German
Directors Showcase 2012, Berlinale Talents 2016, and Nespresso Talents 2018.
His work was screened at International
festivals and received numerous awards
and accolades.

Palm Springs International Shortfest 2019, USA
LA Shorts International Film Festival 2019, USA
Sitges Film Festival 2019, Spain
among others

Kai Stänicke
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RADHA - THE ETERNAL MELODY

20 min | Bengali | India | Family

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Radha is a film about love and sacrifice. It’s about an emotional journey through the eyes and lives of two distinct characters
who have grown apart over time, but are trying to reignite their
connection.

Bimal made his first animated short film
‘Home Delivery’ while studying at the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. It
was screened at several film festivals
and received the best director award
in the student film category at Toonz
Animation festival. He finished his graduation in Visual Art from Govt. Art College, Kolkata. He started his career as a
visualizer and worked for several companies, corporate houses, and a couple
of blockbuster Bollywood films. Soon,
he started his animation studio called
Fairycows Animation Studio. ‘Radha’ is
his second attempt as an independent
short filmmaker.

Seoul Guro International Kids Film Festival 2020, Korea

Bimal Poddar
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SIGH

15 min | No Dialogue | Republic of Moldova | Adventure, Comedy

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Sigh is the story of a grey man always sighing. Living in a grey city
covered in smog, he sighes until he dries out to becomes skin and
bones. But even in the darkest corners of the soul, there is light
and color.

Vlad Bolgarin was born to a family of
musicians in the Republic of Moldova
. He graduated from the Academy of
Music, Theatre and Fine Arts from China
with a Bachelor’s degree in Film Directing & Editing, and a Master’s degree in
Animation Directing. He founded VOLT
Cinematography, a film production company.

Palm Springs International Animation Festival 2019, USA
Busan International Short Film Festival 2019, South Korea
Brussels Short Film Festival 2019, Belgium
Seoul International Cartoon & Animation Festival 2019, South Korea
among others.

Vlad Bolgarin
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STORY OF A BEGINNING

12 min | Malayalam | India | Adventure

World Premiere
Synopsis
Aisha said it was the endless rain, Ambadi insisted it was the sea.
In the course of their childish bickering, when the three kids set off
to see the origin of their village stream, their difference in beliefs
gave the journey an unexpected and surprising turn.

Balaram J was born in Kerala, India.
He pursued Animation Film Design at
the National Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. Currently, he is working on
some pet projects and other commissioned animation and illustrative works.

Balaram J
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THE BOY AND THE MOUNTAIN

12 min | Spanish | Chile | Family

Synopsis
Hernán is a child who likes to daydream, but is weak in his studies.
His father constantly urges him to improve, advising him that he
must study well to succeed. Hernán gradually forgets his dreams
and devotes himself to studying. Over time, Hernan becomes a
successful entrepreneur and achieves the dream that his father
instilled in him, until one day his old dream resurfaces. He makes
a crucial decision to fulfill it, but fate plays tricks on him.

Santiago Aguilera is a publicist, an
audiovisual communicator, and an art
director with 25 years of experience in
the graphic computing market in Chile.
He has worked on more than 4,000 advertising spots, 20 feature films, and
also on Short Films. He also participates
in award-winning animation campaigns
such as Orange Crush and CEO for COPEC Chile’s latest Viva Leer 2018 the
campaign in 10 animated stories. Was
awarded an Effie in 2018.

New York Animation Film Awards 2020- Best Animation 3D Film
Cosmo Film Festival, India- Winner
Best Family Kids Social Fest
among others.

Santiago Aguilera
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THE FOX OF THE PALMGROVE

9 min | English, German, Tamil | India | Drama

Synopsis
A random television visual triggers the memories of an old man.
The audience are then presented with a sequence of random
events that summarize his entire life.

Divakar Sakkarapani Kuppan is an independent animation filmmaker from
Chennai. He has a degree in Master
of Design in Animation and Film-making from Industrial Design Centre, IIT
Bombay and a B.E. degree in Computer Science Engineering. He’s currently
working on an animated mockumentary
and writing scripts for Animation shorts.
The Fox of the Palmgrove is his debut
animation film.

Mumbai International Film Festival 2020- Best International Animation
Open World Animation Film Festival 2020, Pennsylvania
8th Mumbai shorts International Film Festival 2019- Best Student Animation Film
Beyond Earth Film Festival 2019, Kolkata- Best Experimental Short
among others.

Divakar SK
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TROIS FRANCS SIX SOUS

7 min | French | France | Drama

Synopsis
During the Second World War, a French farmer, Marcel hopes to
see life again in the eyes of his mother, Josépha. She’s been living
in a vegetative state since the disappearance of her elder son. At
the same time, he helps people affected by war without actually
knowing how much trouble he’s getting into.

FirstCut International Student Film Festival, Pune- Special Mention
Festival Pilas en Corto, Spain- Best Animated Short
Stuttgart International Festival of Animated Film (ITFS)
Seoul International Cartoon & Animation Festival (SICAF)
among others.
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Clémence Ottevaere, Florence Blain,
Louise Leblond, Varoon Indalkar, Morgane Ladjel and Hugo Valdelièvre-Rattier have graduated from Supinfocom Rubika school (Valenciennes, France) with
a Master’s in digital director. In 2019,
they co-directed the short film “Trois
Francs Six Sous”.

Clémence Ottevaere, Florence Blain,
Louise Leblond, Varoon Indalkar, Morgane Ladjel, Hugo Valdelièvre-Rattier
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WADE

11 min | No Dialogue | India | Nature

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
In a version of Kolkata rendered unliveable by sea-level rise, things
take a dark turn when a family of climate change refugees is ambushed by a tiger on the flooded streets.

The directors are founding members and
partners at the Ghost Animation Collective and are graduates from the National
Institute of Design, Ahmedabad. ‘Wade’
is their first independent short film.

ITFS Stuttgart Festival of Animated Film, Germany
Palm Springs International ShortsFest, USA
Krakow Film Festival, Poland
among others.

Upamanyu Bhattacharyya, Kalp
Sanghvi
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A special section, introduced this year, which showcases short films exclusively featuring stories on intellectual and developmental disabilities. BISFF aims
to fight stigmas by promoting diverse and authentic portrayals of people with
disabilities in these short films.
The Let’s Include Section is supported by India Inclusion Foundation(IIF), a
volunteer-driven non-profit that is at the forefront of bringing inclusion (for
People with Disabilities) to the forefront in India.
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LET’S INCLUDE- AN INCLUSIVE
COMPETITION

JURY - LET’S INCLUDE- AN INCLUSIVE
COMPETITION

Pavitra Chalam
Filmmaker, Writer

Daniel Habib
Documentary Filmmaker

LET’S INCLUDE- AN INCLUSIVE
COMPETITION

Pavithra Chalam has a film-making degree from the New York Film
Academy, who sent her on tour to five Indian cities to showcase
her work, ‘Anamika – Her Glorious Past’. The film was screened
at organizations like the American Embassy and film went on to
receive critical acclaim at the Indian Film Festival, Los Angeles,
and at a special screening in Washington at the World Bank. She
was also selected by the BBC to attend an intensive course in
Broadcast Journalism. In 2003, Pavithra represented India at the
Youth Initiative for Peace in Pakistan, where she made her film
debut with ‘Bus’, a cinematic exposition of the shared ideals of the
youth of both nations. Her documentary ‘Bound by Us’, inspired
by trafficked women sold as sex workers, was screened at two international film festivals. Pavithra has worked with various NGOs
to direct films and will be working on a film on extreme disasters
around the world with VHAI for the WHO.

Daniel J. Habib is an American documentary film director, producer, and cinematographer based in Concord, New Hampshire.
His award-winning films on disability-related topics include ‘Who
Cares About Kelsey?’, ‘Including Samuel’, ‘Restraint’, and ‘Seclusion: Hear Our Stories’ and several other short documentaries. In
2014, he was named as the member of the President’s Committee
for People with Intellectual Disabilities by the Obama administration. Habib has been bestowed with various Awards and honours
including the Justice for All Grassroots Award from the American
Association of People with Disabilities in 2013 and the Champion
of Human and Civil Rights Award from the National Education Association (New Hampshire) in 2012.
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180°

15 min | Arabic | Morocco | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
This film tells the story of a man who spends his days delivering
pizza on his moped which is in a deplorable state, and that makes
him a handicap in the exercise of this function, therefore making
him late for the delivery of pizza to his customers.

Mohamed Reda Kouzi’ was born in Tetouan. His love for cinema pushed him
to make amateur films as a high school
student, which pushed him after his baccalaureate to apply for the Specialized
Institute in Cinema - ISCA- Rabat, where
he made his first professional short film
‘Infini’ as his graduation project. He
enlisted in the Abdelmalek Essaadi University, Faculty of Arts and Humanities
film and audiovisual studies in Tetouan,
majoring in filmmaking where he got his
professional license with his awarded
short film ‘180 °’.

Cannes Festival 71 Edition, Cannes
9th Africa International Film Festival, Nigeria
14th International Festival of Oriental Film of Geneva
among others.

Mohamed Reda Kouzi
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B.L.I.N.D : BORN TO LIVE IN NEAR
DARKNESS?

28 min | Tamil | India | Documentary

Synopsis
A visually impaired, ill and malnourished Indian girl is helped by a
philanthropic doctor who starts a quiet revolution with his innovative ideas and Braille charts.

Sid Katragadda is an award-winning
screenwriter, filmmaker, poet and playwright. His film ‘Varanasi’ won Best
Foreign Film at the Atlantic City Film
Festival. He participated in various Hollywood screenplay contests like Page,
Screencraft and Nicholls. His play, ‘The
Power Outage’, is set to be produced
by Towne Street Theatre, Hollywood, in
April 2020. His books, Dark Rooms and
The Other Wife won the San Diego Book
Prize. He’s written for CNN, Grey Sparrow Press, New Plains Review and other
journals.

Dada Saheb Palke Film Festival 2020, India- Special Mention
Tagore International Film Festival, IndiaOutstanding Achievement Award

SIDDHARTH KATRAGADDA
LET’S INCLUDE- AN INCLUSIVE
COMPETITION

95

BLIND FAITH

7 min | English | United Kingdom | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Gwen is in love with the park busker. Her friend, Jack, is in love
with Gwen. Can music (and Dad) help them find harmony?

Jacky Dahlhaus is a paranormal fiction
author. She created Aberdeenshire Film
Productions in 2016 to get her writings
onto the silver screen. Together with
other film enthusiasts, she has directed seven shorts to date, most of which
were written by her. She met writer Eileen Wilson through horror anthology
‘Twisted 50 - Volume 2’ (Amazon Prime).
Together, they decided to film one of Eileen’s short stories ‘Blind Faith’.

Top Indie Film Awards 2020- Best Writing, Best Editing, Best Original Idea, Best
Music and Best Short
Genre Celebration Festival 2018, Japan
Couch Film Festival 2020

Jacky Dahlhaus
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BREAK THE STHREEOTYPE - INCLUSIVITY

2 min | No Dialogue | India | Fiction

World Premiere
Synopsis
The film talks about gender inclusion and the cultural acceptance
of transgenders. It emphasizes an Indian Traditional offering
called ‘Baagina’ to defy all stereotypes and socially accept transgenders. The film features Kaajal, Karnataka’s first transgender
Radio Jockey in the lead role.

Puneeth BA is a filmmaker, actor and
digital content creator. He also founded Poster Boy Art Studios. He’s widely
acclaimed for his pioneering ideations
and projects he drove to success. His
prime differentiator was his strong digital footprint for more than 10 years in
the field of Kannada Digital Media. He’s
started as a columnist for a web-portal
and moved on to be an extensive digital
content creator, social media influencer
and a brand observer.

PUNEETH B A
LET’S INCLUDE- AN INCLUSIVE
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FEELING THROUGH

18 min | English | United States | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Feeling Through’ is a coming of age story that follows an 18-yearold Tereek, a kind but guarded teen wandering the streets of New
York. He’s desperate for a place to crash. He meets with Artie, a
hearing and visually impaired man in need of help getting home.
What begins as an awkward meeting, blossoms into an intimate
bond and a nightlong journey that changes Tereek forever. Towards the end, Artie inspires Tereek to realize his purpose.

Doug is an independent filmmaker with
a passion for telling stories about underrepresented communities. He studied
film at the University of Wisconsin and
FAMU in Prague. His collaboration with
the Helen Keller National Center marked
the first time a DeafBlind actor was featured in a film. His short film ‘Jada’ has
played in 24+ festivals around the world
before gaining nearly 19 million views
on YouTube. Doug produced the feature
film ‘Life Hack’ which has 16 awards (including Best Independent Feature at the
Cleveland International Film Festival),
and directed a segment for the feature
film ‘Prism’.

DeadCenter Film Festival- Audience Award
San Luis Obispo Film Festival
Indy Short International Film Festival
among others.

Doug Roland
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IKTAMULI

6 min | German | Germany | Fiction- Animated

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
The film depicts the thoughts and feelings of a mother with her
differenty abled son. While she lives with him, her ambivalent
feelings, her struggle to accept him as he is, gets in the way. The
story is the mother’s inner monologue, following her feelings and
experiences.

Anne-Christine Plate was raised by the
baltic sea (Greifswald). She studied
textile art at Burg Giebichenstein, University of Arts and Design, Halle & Saint
Petersburg Stieglitz State Academy of
Art and Design, completed two animation films and then moved to Berlin. She
just finished her third animation short
film, Iktamuli.

Filmfest Dresden, Germany- Grand Prix + Special Mention by Youth Jury
ITFS Stuttgart Animation Festival, Germany
Oxford Film Festival, Mississippi
Cardiff Animation Festival, UK
among others.

Anne-Christine Plate
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MIND MENDING

17 min | English, Portuguese | United Kingdom | Documentary

World Premiere
Synopsis
Filipe is only 36 when he suffers a stroke while performing on
stage with his heavy metal band. Believing that live music will help
his recovery and frustrated by his stroke-induced aphasia, Filipe
visits music festivals dressed as a bunny. After showing improvement, the stress and anxiety caused by his ambition plunge him
into depression and epilepsy. He perseveres, but a new diagnosis
of bipolar disorder lands him in hospital, following a visit to the
United States. As he learns to accept that bunny will always be
with him, Filipe finally tries to get a grip on reality.

Markus is a German director based in
London. After having directed commercials and dramas for the past five years,
his focus shifted towards documentaries. Besides ‘Volver a Nacer - Born
Again’ he is currently in post-production
on another documentary called ‘Mind
Mending’ set in Portugal, California and
the UK. Markus has a reputation for
spotting great characters and revealing
their inner worlds. His films are often
directed with visual flair, creating extensive moods, helped by carefully crafted
soundscapes and original soundtracks.

Markus Schröder
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MORNING DREAMS DO COME TRUE

7 min | American Sign Language | India | Fiction

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
An Indian superstition speaks about morning dreams coming
true. This movie is about the story of a kid who is interested in
flying planes and he dreams about the same. This whole film is
in sign language.

Sirshendu Chaudhuri is a director, writer,
and editor. He is currently pursuing a degree in B.Tech. He was born in Dum Dum
and lives in a small town named Adra in
West Bengal. He has a keen interest in
filmmaking and self-funds all his films.

Lift-off global film festival March 2020, Berlin

Sirshendu Chaudhuri
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MOVING

22 min | Hebrew | Israel | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Three friends and roommates with various disabilities are forced
to move to different homes. The process of moving is a peek into
their magical world.

Omer Ben-David has a BA in film from
Tel-Aviv University and is currently
studying MFA at Columbia University.
He works as a freelance director and
producer for music videos and commercials. He’s writing now his first feature
film.

Solidarity Film Festival, Israel

Omer Ben-David
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MY LADY OF THE CAMELLIA

15 min | French | French Guiana | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Patrice, a black actor in his forties is powdered and dressed as a
19th-century courtesan to audition for Selenna Meyer, a powerful casting director. Assisted by Betty, she is looking for a female
lead for a cinematographic adaptation of “Camille, the lady of the
camelias”. Among the young and pretty contenders, Patrice will
have a hard time asserting his presence.

Edouard Montoute was born in Cayenne,
French Guiana, an Oversea French Territory. He is an actor known for Femme
Fatale, Taxi, and La Haine. Attracted by
acting, Edouard Montoute was enrolled
in a free class at Cours Florent. He first
appeared on screen in 1989 in ‘Jean
Galmot’, a film shot in French Guiana.
He gained popularity by playing in the
football series ‘Goal’ in 1992. He has
appeared in ‘The Coast is Clear’, ‘Our
Friends the Cops’, and television series
like ‘Cops’ and ‘The Goofs’. In 2018,
Edouard Montoute made his directorial
debut with a classic but revisited ‘The
Lady of the Camelia’ in which he also
played a role.

Canadian Diversity Film Festival, Canada
Festival du Premier Court Métrage, France
Chelsea Film Festival, USA
Asiana International Short Film Festival Asie, South Korea
among others.

Edouard Montoute
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RYDER: QUEEN OF FUCKING
EVERYTHING

8 min | English | Ireland | Documentary

Synopsis
The film is a short documentary about a performer named Paul
Ryder, who in his own words is “a Dance Teacher & Choreographer
by day and a Drag Performer by night”. It focuses on how he was
introduced to drag and how it influenced him in becoming who
he is today.

Nishaant Singh Bhinder is a Director &
Screenwriter from Chandigarh, India and
is currently living in Dublin, Ireland. He
finished his schooling in 2018 and has
been making films ever since. He’s directed two features and four short films
and worked on countless smaller projects throughout the years. He focuses
on bringing more realistic and advanced
storytelling out through his movies, trying to change the taste and scope of
cinema in Bollywood.

Nishaant Singh Bhinder
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THE BEDS OF OTHERS

15 min | Spanish | Spain | Fiction

Synopsis
Laura is a sexual assistant for people with functional diversity.
Her boyfriend, Marco, is desperate to find work to change the situation. Perhaps the only thing we all need is a little affection to
feel alive.

Jonay García is a Spanish filmmaker
with a Degree in Art History. He’s worked
on movies such as ‘Sirope de fresa’, ‘El
secreto’ and ‘Ayer empezó todo’. Together with Digital 104, the production
company he is a founding member of,
he directed the short films ‘Acto Primero’ and ‘Veneno’, selected for more than
twenty international festivals. He was
the DoP for the feature film ‘Modernos’,
the head of production for the short film
‘Como siempre’ and assistant director in
the short film ‘Ridícula’.

Premio de Cortometrajes de la Universidad de La Laguna, Spain- Best Actress
Festival de Cine en las Montañas, Colombia- Best Accesible Short
Festivalito de La Palma, Spain
Bangalore Queer Film Festival, India
among others.

Jonay García
LET’S INCLUDE- AN INCLUSIVE
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THE DRESS

30 min | Polish | Poland | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Lust, sexuality and physicality are the deepest desires a virgin
Julia suppresses while working at a wayside motel. However, the
handsome truck driver soon becomes the object of her fantasies.

Tadeusz Lysiak was born in Warsaw,
Poland. He studied directing at Warsaw
Film School and graduated from the
Department of Cultural Studies at the
University of Warsaw. He directed the
award-winning short film “Techno”.

60th Krakow Film Festival 2020, Poland

Tadeusz Lysiak
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THE ROUTINE

27 min | Modern Greek | Greece | Fiction

Synopsis
For some people, routine is boring and for others, it’s an indispensable part of life. Vangelis is non-verbal and considered low-functioning on the autism spectrum. Living with him is not easy. His
mother tries to keep his routine intact, so his everyday life runs
quietly. Giannis’ life, on the other hand, is fast. He has no space
for compassion and empathy. In this short film, a sudden event
will link the two heroes and we recognize acceptance can make
life much better.

Dimitris Andjus was born in Athens and
graduated from lykourgos Stavrakos
Film and television school in 2000,
earning a Directing Diploma. He also
received the Bachelor of Science in Film
studies from the Empire State College in
Athens in 2003. He has worked as Assistant Camera and Assistant Director in
dozens of Short Films and Documentaries before directing his projects. Since
2005, he’s been an active member of the
Greek Director’s Guild, has produced and
directed fifteen Short Films, one Documentary and one play.

Piraeus Film Festival 2017, Greece- Best Director, Best Actor
Athens International Film Festival 2015 (Award for Best Actress to Foteini Ntemiri)
ALIIFF (All Lights India International Film Festival India 2016
among others.

Dimitris Andjus
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THE WAGON

12 min | English | United States | Fiction

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Hard-edged Aunt Frances and Claire her niece with Down syndrome, are two vagabond women confronting life’s harsh realities.
While Claire pursues her seemingly simple dreams, Frances discovers that their challenging lifestyle is about to be tested further.
Features Jamie Brewer (American Horror Story), Bruce Bohne
(Fargo), and Jen Blagen (Dragonfly).

Gayle Knutson is best known for her
indie short film, Grandfather’s Birthday,
which was screened at over 60 film
festivals, winning 23 awards worldwide
including a Regional Emmy. Gayle also
produced two successful documentary
shorts. ‘If There Were No Lutherans…
Would There Still Be Green Jell-O?’ was
selected for inclusion in the permanent
film collection at the Library of Congress. Her second documentary, Prisoner 32,232, was added to the permanent
film collection at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington.
Gayle lives with her husband Jim in rural
Minnesota and says “Uff-Da” and “Yah,
ya betcha” regularly.

Australia International Film Festival, Brisbane
International Shorts Film Festival, Australia
Cinema Touching Disability Film Festival, Texas
Dalmatia Film Festival, Croatia

Gayle Knutson
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TOUCH

11 min | No Dialogue | Italy | Fiction

Synopsis
A story of how love can overcome every disability.

Filippo Arlotta, founder of Faeria, graduated from the State Art Institute of
Catania, advertising graphics and photography section. He graduated in visual
arts and show discipline at the Academy
of Fine Arts in Catania. He’s worked as
an art director, director, DoP and editor.
Salvatore Campisano was born in Paternò. He studied screenwriting and
filmmaking techniques by himself and
made his first feature film, Barbara - the
Courage of Faith. Some of his works are
Taxideo, Look at me with my eyes, Soul’s
sigh, Jabal - Ali Di Ghiaccio, Only One
Life, Our Paradise and Husky: Memory
Operation.

In Short Film Festival 2018
Lisbona Film Rendezvous 2019
MUSICALMUTO 2019
among others.

Filippo Arlotta
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Salvo Campisano
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The Non-Competition Section brings a delightful potpourri of films that have
made a mark in the minds of the audience for their unique storytelling method,
the outstanding caliber in terms of their craft, technique, and brilliance in film
making.
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A SAD SONG

13 min | Kannada | India | Drama

World Premiere
Synopsis
Away from the noisy mundane life, Sukruti and Vivek try to remain
sane by engaging with poetry. A Sad Song is one specific day in
their life.

Akarsh has directed three short films
‘Hunters in Bangalore’, ‘Dream Scar’ and
‘Unloved’. He has been associated with
other shorts and music videos through
the production house Raker Media Labs.
He is also a published author with two
titles to his name.

Akarsh H P
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A TRIP WITH MOM

25 min | Chinese | Taiwan | Drama

Synopsis
To take care of his old disabled mother, Xia Chang Ming remains
unemployed at home. He’s got a family of four, with the wife
Xiaoling, an insurance salesperson being the sole income. Under
the pressure of complaints from his wife, economic problems, a
physical and mental bundling, Chang Ming is depressed. Finally,
when the police bring his mother back, Chang Ming marks the late
summer with a red pen. He decides to travel with his mother.

Sophie SHUI was born in Fengsan, Kaohsiung. After working for more than 20
years in the print media, Sophie followed
her heart and pursued her passion for
movies in her 50s. She’s good at drawing inspiration from real-life experiences
and depicting the complexity of human
nature. Sophie was the playwright-director of the experimental film “My Childhood” and many feature films. She also
directed the documentary film “Jiang
Fung’s Diary”, “A Trip with Mom”, won the
Canadian Short Film Award and the Best
Short Film Award in the UK.

Canada Shorts International Film Festival 2019, Canada- Best International Short
MADRIFF • Madrid Indie Film Festival 2019, Spain
Kalaburagi International Short Film Festival 2020, India
Rome Independent Prisma Awards 2019, Italy
among others.

Sophie SHUI
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AA ONDU DINA

28 min | Kannada | India | Drama

Synopsis
When three different people meet, will they decide to stay together
forever?

Prasanna Kumar is a filmmaker from
Karnataka, India. He worked as an assistant director for Kannada films like
Thithi, Kiragoorina Gayyaligalu, Allama,
Haleya Vilasagalu, and French Biriyani.

Clubby Online Short Film Festival.

Prasanna Kumar M
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ANTHA

15 min | Kannada | India | Thriller, Crime

World Premiere
Synopsis
The film is about a couple on a road trip. They run into a stranger
who changes their life. This film is an effort from to portray the
current society where you can’t trust strangers.

Arvind Sethuram is an independent
filmmaker. He founded Reach Entertainment. Arvind has written, edited,
and directed 9 short films. Recently, five
of his Short films were showcased and
well-received in Bengaluru, India and the
proceeds from the event were donated
to charity. His short film ‘Reach’, has
received six official selections and won
at different international film festivals.
‘Whisper’, his other short film, was officially selected for New FilmMakers,
NewYork.

Arvind Sethuram
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ANTHEMS

5 min | Hindi | India | Political, Human Rights

World Premiere
Synopsis
Set in August 2023, the film depicts a dystopian political landscape.

Leena is a filmmaker from India, specializing in cinematography. Currently, she
is attempting to structure a dark-humored, episodic series involving an Indian
community in central Europe.

Leena
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AYUTHI

10 min | Kannada | India | Love

World Premiere
Synopsis
Prathi coincidentally bumps into her former lover, Ayush, while
carpooling. Between their awkward journey, they reminisce their
innocent love, arguments and the heartbreaking fight that led
to their separation. Will this encounter get them back together
again?

Vrushab Maitri is a filmmaking student
at Satyajit Ray Film & Television Institute (SRFTI), Kolkata. He graduated
with a degree in Computer Science from
NIT-K. He’s made several short films/
documentaries during his academic
tenure. His documentary Griha Aaar
Paibo Kotha won awards in various film
festivals.

Vrushab Maitri
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BE MY GUEST

10 min | English | India | Horror

Synopsis
The film is about how an individual’s experience with a haunted
mobile app at home. He faces a couple of incidents at home. What
happens finally is the crux of the movie.

A Solution Architect by profession, Kousick’s heart always belonged to cinema.
He’s a multidimensional short filmmaker
who aspires to make it big in the world
of parallel cinema. He’s also a scriptwriter and is currently working on a script
based on the lost tribes of India.

White Unicorn International Film Festival - Best Horror Film
Crown Wood International Film Festival - Best Horror Film

Kousick Shanmugam
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DO YOU ALSO FEEL A TINGLE?

20 min | French | Luxembourg | Comedy

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Alba discovers love and sexuality the moment she’s quitting childhood to become a woman.

Lucía Valverde is a multilingual filmmaker and screenwriter working from
between Madrid and Luxembourg. She
studied Audiovisual Communication
at the Universidad Complutense of
Madrid and Filmmaking at ESCAC Film
School. He also has an Official masters
in Screenwriting. Valverde has written
and directed 3 fiction short films with
the support of ICAA and Film Fund Luxembourg. The films are ‘Papá Te Quiere
Mucho’, ‘The Heat Wave’, ‘Toi Aussi ÇA
Te Chatouille?’. She also directs documentaries and writes for music videos.
She is the founder and jury member of
‘Directed by Women Spain Film Festival’.

Film Festival L’alfas del Pi 2019, Spain- Best Short Film Directed by a Woman
Sanfernancine Film Festival 2019, Spain- Best Short
Madrid Film Festival PNR 2019, Spain
Shorts Mexico 2020, Mexico
among others.

Lucía Valverde
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FISH HEAD

17 min | English | United States | Kids, Identity

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
The film is a turbulent Filipino-American coming of stage story
which chronicles delete a young boy’s adversity with childhood,
identity, and being bullied at school.

Asian Cinematography Awards 2020- Best Short Film, Best Cinematography (short
film), Best Actor (short film)
Hollyshorts Film Festival 2019,
Rhode Island International Film Festival 2019, USA
Dances with Films Film Festival 2019, USA
among others.

NON COMPETITION
LIVE-ACTION

Marcos Durian is a Filipino-American
filmmaker from Los Angeles. He’s a
visual storyteller with an excellent eye
for detail. He’s worked as a professional
freelance cinematographer, editor, and
director for 15 years on features, commercials and music videos. Fish Head
is Marcos’ narrative directorial debut.
He wrote, directed edited and served as
a cinematographer, which earned him
a 2019 Emerging Cinematographers
Award presented by the International
Cinematographers Guild (Local 600).

Marcos Durian
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GD NT TK CR

10 min | Kannada | India | Thriller

World Premiere
Synopsis
This film is a psychological thriller that revolves around an aspiring filmmaker.

Pavan has a Post Graduate degree in
organic chemistry. He’s worked as a
screenwriter for films like Operation
Alamelamma, Mayabazar, Ranchiz and
Alidu Ulidavaru.

-

K B Pavan
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HEADING SOUTH

12 min | Chinese, Mongolian | United States | Drama

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
8 year old Chasuna travels from her home on the grasslands to
visit her father who lives in the big city. During his birthday party,
Chasuna finds out he remarried a Chinese woman. Chasuna has
to accept her as a part of the family.

Yuan Yuan is a Chinese screenwriter
and director. She’s a recipient of an Ang
Lee Scholarship at New York University
as an MFA candidate in screenwriting
and directing and the Nikon Storyteller
Scholarship. She worked in script development for the Oscar-winning producer William Kong. Yuan’s latest short
film ‘Heading South’ won a Grand Prize
at the 25th DGA Student Film Award,
Best Student Film at Aspen Shorts Fest,
and Best Student Film at Palm Springs
International Film Festival. Currently,
she’s developing her thesis film ‘Winter
Solstice’.

Palm Springs International Film Festival 2020, USA
25th DGA Student Film Award 2020, USA- Best Asian American Filmmaker
Indy Shorts by Heartland Film Festival 2020, USA
among others.

Yuan Yuan
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HOLUDH CHEETHI

15 min | Bengali, Hindi | India | Drama

Synopsis
The story is about a lady and how people help her with a yellow
letter.

Shivargh Bhattacharya is an independent filmmaker/Musician with a bachelor’s degree in Journalism and Mass
Communication from Amity University
Lucknow. He’s also a National Level
tabla player who performs across India
and has won national and international
awards.

Dada Saheb Phalke Film Festival
White Unicorn International Film Festival
Jaipur Film World Festival
among others

Shivargh Bhattacharya
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KAAS

28 min | Marathi | India | Family

Synopsis
Set in rural India, the film offers a glimpse into the complexity
of seeking fulfillment. A farmer’s simple aspirations as a father
collide with the desires of his children. The film shows both perspectives. It also provides meaning to the Indian dilemma of agriculture persisting even as people are presented with job opportunities in cities for plusher lives.

Born in Nashik, Hemant has a degree
in Visual Effects. He’s worked on many
Regional and Bollywood films as a VFX
Artist. Hemant has been interested in
film direction from the beginning of his
career. He has also written Poetic verses
and Visual Stories which have been published in several newspapers. Hemant’s
interest in screenplay writing turned his
attention towards the direction, which is
why he worked on‘ PARSA ‘ as a Debut
Director and Producer. ‘ KAAS ‘ is his
second short film.

Hemant Khairnar
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LET’S HAVE SOME DINNER

12 min | Kannada | India | Experimental

World Premiere
Synopsis
This film is served as a dark meal and the characters reflect different sections of our society.

Rohith is a cinema and art enthusiast
exploring the storytelling medium. He’s
directed and worked as a cinematographer on Short Films and Music videos.

Rohith S
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MANASANAMAHA

17 min | Telugu | India | Romance, Comedy

Synopsis
A young man muses on the nature of love, recounting three relationships from his past. The girls in his life resemble three different
seasons - Chaitra (Spring), Varsha (Monsoon) & Seeta (Winter).

Deepak Reddy is an award-winning filmmaker, writer, producer, and actor best
known for his short films ‘Hide & Seek’
and ‘Manasanamaha’. He graduated
from the University of Houston, Texas,
but decided to opt for filmmaking as a
fulltime profession.

Indie Short Fest, USA- Best Romantic Comedy Short
Feel the Reel International Film Festival, UK- Audience Choice Award
Genre Celebration Festival, Japan- Best Drama
Independent Shorts Awards, Best Romantic Short
among others.

Deepak Reddy
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MODHALANE ADHYAAYA

30 min | Kannada | India | Drama

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
Modhalane Adhyaaya is the story of an aspiring writer in pursuit of
a missing piece of his story. Soon, he discovers something beyond
that.

Yeshwanth is a self-taught filmmaker.
He’s currently working on his short films
and looking forward to directing a feature.

Lift-Off Global Network Film Festival 2020

Yeshwanth Ashok
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NEITHAL

23 min | Tamil | India | Family

Synopsis
In a fishing village of South India, a cyclone claims hundreds of
lives. While the rest of the village mourn their demise, a young
woman goes against all odds for a lover, who is supposedly on
his way back.

Ashokan Moorthy is a filmmaker who
studied direction and screenplay writing
at the Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute, Kolkata. He moved from Singapore to India, leaving his lucrative corporate job to pursue filmmaking. Ashokan
is currently developing his first feature
film.

Signs International film festival, FFSI Kerala

Ashokan Moorthy
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PUSTAKA

15 min | Kannada | India | Humanity

World Premiere
Synopsis
A book travels through children interested in reading but circumstances don’t allow them to.

G.B. Bharath has worked as an assistant director, associate director, writer
and actor in a number of films. He also
worked as a set assistant in Ads and
in theatre as an actor and backstage
assistant. He also has experience in
production.

G B Bharath
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ROZNAMA

22 min | Hindi, Urdu | India | Drama

Synopsis
New to city life, a struggling boy works in a series of menial jobs
to meet ends. He’s an aspiring writer who draws inspiration from
routines. His writing evolves as he encounters a new muse.

Roznama is a joint effort by a small
group of film-buffs and visual communication students at St. Joseph’s College
(Autonomous), Bangalore. ‘What started
as a college assignment turned out to be
such an enriching learning experience
for all of us. We were amazed at what we
could come up with, all through a vibrant
collective effort’.

First Time Filmmaker Sessions
Lift-off Sessions

Anurag Baruah,
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Aatish Sarkar
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SEHER

24 min | Hindi | India | Travel

Synopsis
Seher is a traveler. She books a taxi to see the Taj Mahal. The taxi
driver starts a conversation with her. During the journey, the taxi
gets stuck. The incidents on the way make them more comfortable with each other and the end of the journey turns in a different
direction.

Sachin Aggarwal is a young filmmaker
from India with a degree in Film Direction. He has more than five years of experience in the field of Photography. He
takes inspiration from Iranian Cinema.
Travel is his main Genre.

River to River Florence Indian Film Festival 2019, Italy
Global Youth Film Festival Bangladesh 2019, Bangladesh
Asia Peace Film Festival 2019, Pakistan
Filmeraa International Film and Web Series Festival, Delhi
among others

Sachin Aggarwal
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SURFACES

22 min | Spanish | Mexico | Thriller

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Elanio and his brother Mirlo are stranded in the middle of nowhere
because of a busted tire. While Elanio seeks help, Mirlo meets
Alondra, a young village woman willing to help them if they take
her to Mexico City.

José Luis González Peña has a degree
in Communication Sciences from the
Faculty of Political and Social Sciences of the National Autonomous University of Mexico (FCPyS-UNAM). He
graduated from the INDIe Center for
Cinematographic Studies with a specialization in directing and screenwriting.
‘Surfaces’ is his first short film.

Mexico International Short Film Festival 2019, Mexico
Festival Cine de Ensenada 2019, Argentina
Festival Internacional de Cine de Rengo 2019, Chile
The International Film with Alternative Media Festival 2019, Mexico
among others.

José Luis González Peña
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SVA

11 min | Kannada | India | Experimental

Synopsis
A girl who aspires to become a Radio Jockey sends her Voice
sample to a Radio Audition. The sample contains a fictional story
written by her. Find out what the story has to offer and if she will
be a successful Radio Jockey.

A Professional Sound engineer/Writer/
Director from Bengaluru, Likhith wrote
stories for stage dramas, short films
and books as a 11 year old. He learned
photography and cinematography on
his own. After completing a course in
Sound Engineering, he interned as a
sound editor in a small online radio station. He also worked in a popular show
called dancing star season 3 as a remix
engineer. Later he and his nephew with
a few friends started a production house
called Sakkath Studio.

International Women Welfare Short Film Festival 2019, Paris
Asian International Short Film Festival 2019, Hong Kong
24 Frames International Short Film Festival 2019, New York
Karnataka Youth International Short Film Festival, Bengaluru- Special Jury Award

Likhith Raghuveer S
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THE DISCREET CHARM OF THE
SAVARNAS

22 min | English | India | Comedy, Identity

Synopsis
In the middle of a Mumbai summer, a three-member film crew realize the actor who was supposed to play the role of a Dalit character has gone missing a day before the shoot. They have just
one day to find an actor to play the role. The film follows their
journey through the day, which also reflects upon the prevalent
stereotypes in society.

Rajesh Rajamani is a film essayist and
filmmaker. His film attempts to offer
socio-political perspectives on mainstream Indian cinema. His piece ‘The
Dharavi Story in Tamil Cinema: How
Kaala inverts the Nayakan gaze’ was
published in The News Minute and won
the Red Ink Award for 2018. ‘The Discreet Charm of the Savarnas’ is his first
movie. He has got a degree in mechanical engineering from Madras University
and IIM Indore. Before pursuing a career
in cinema, he worked with a private bank
in Mumbai.

Rajesh Rajamani
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THE FENCE

22 min | Malayalam | India | Experimental, Poetic

Synopsis
In Mindamadham (house of silence), a cloistered convent, nuns
vow to talk less. They decide they can only talk about personal
things for one hour every day and remain silent for the rest of it.
‘The Fence’ contains within its boundaries the lives and words of
the Clare nuns. When one nun leaves the monastery unexpectedly, her roommate is troubled by the loneliness. However, she
can’t break the monastery’s vows. She tries to find an answer that
might help her break free.

Sreehari Dharman is a final year student
of Direction and Scriptwriting at K R
Narayanan National Institute of Visual
Science and Arts. He assisted in FTII
supported filming initiatives and Malayalam Films. His films were selected
for many International and national film
festivals including International Documentary and Short Film Festival of Kerala(IDSFFK) 2017 & 2019, Los Angeles
International Film Festival, Pinewood
Studios UK, Best of India SFF California,
Dadasaheb International Film Festival
and so on. A campaign video he made in
support of World Environment Day was
featured on the United Nations Environment Programme’s official page.

International Documentary and Short Film Festival of Kerala 2019, India
Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival 2019, France
Abuja International Film Festival, Nigeria
among others.

Sreehari Dharman
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THE LAST CARAVAN

13 min | Hebrew, Russian | Israel | Family, Identity

Synopsis
In 1994, a caravan site built by the Israeli Government for immigrants from the Soviet Union, is about to be dismantled. Ilya (9)
remains to defend the caravan of his grandfather, Jenia, who refuses to evacuate.

Lev Brodinsky was born in Moscow and
Immigrated to Israel during the large
immigration wave in 1991. He spent
his childhood at a government-built
immigrant caravan park. He’s written
two scripts about the immigrant caravan sites and both received production funding – “The last caravan” and
“Pushkin’s Pants”. His documentary
work – “Caravan #44” focuses on that
caravan park, was accepted to the Van
Leer intellectual workshop and received
development funding. He is a graduate
of the “Nissan Nativ Acting Studio” with
a B. Ed in Theater Direction from Seminar Hakibutzim in Tel Aviv and an MFA
from Tel Aviv University.

Haifa International Film Festival
The Jewish Jerusalem Film Festival
The Indian World Film Festival- Best Screenplay
among others.

Lev Brodinsky
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THE PIANISTS

13 min | French | France | Art

Synopsis
Nathan, a 17 year old prodigy, is about to have a piano lesson.
Emma, his teacher, is eight years older than him. While they play
“The Sorcerer Apprentice”, they seem to seduce each other. Beyond notes and music, what is really happening?

Paul & Francois Guerin started directing films since they were 6 and 8 respectively in the south of France. After
“The Pianists” and “Reflect”, they’re now
preparing for their next production, the
musical short-movie “Rhapsody”, and
writing their fantastic feature film which
won ‘special mention’ at Grand Prix Climax 2018 in Paris.

Busan International Art Film Festival 2019, South Korea
Festival du Court-metrage de Frejus 2020, France
9th Kolkata Shorts International Film Festival 2020, India
among others.

Paul Guerin, François Guerin
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NON COMPETITION
LIVE-ACTION

THE THREAD

6 min | Malayalam | India | Kids

Synopsis
The film talks about society’s culture in the field of welfare and
charity and how it affects the life of a child.

Nehjul Huda is a short filmmaker. He
was born in Tirur Malappuram and has
worked abroad as an engineer. His first
short film Noolu received numerous
awards in different short film festivals.

Kerala Youth Welfare Board Online Short Film Festival 2019- Best Second Film
Clubby Online Movie Festival, a Short Film of the Decade 2020- Winner
Frame of Mind Short Film Contest, Alwar 2019, Kerala- Best Film
Sancharikunna Short Film Festival Kayamkulam 2019, Kerala- Best Director

Nehjul Huda
NON COMPETITION
LIVE-ACTION
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THE TIMES WE LIVE IN

17 min | Kannada | India | Family

World Premiere
Synopsis
Raghav needs to take care of his younger sister, Rashmi, while
their father is away. This tale is of how two generations deal with
the influence of the elder on actions, reactions, and dreams of the
younger and how the internal nature of a family depicts the times
we live in.

Prasad Siddheshwar is a film enthusiast
and an IT Engineer from Sirsi, Uttara
Kannada. He also runs a blog of his own
where he writes on cinema, politics, and
literature.

Prasad Siddheshwar
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LIVE-ACTION

UNDERBELLY

26 min | Kannada | India | Family

World Premiere
Synopsis
A 28-year-old guy has a horrid fight with his girlfriend. Back home,
his mother is worried about him and his strange career. Angry and
frustrated, he walks out of the house. What follows after that unearths the underbelly a system in the society.

Praveen Sudhakar is a writer and director from Bangalore, India. His interest
grew after watching two life-changing movies Mata (Kannada) & Bicycle
Thieves (Italian). His journey started
with making ads for a startup that was
into Home Services. His first short film
‘Underbelly’ started its round in a shortfilm circuit.

Praveen Sudhakar
NON COMPETITION
LIVE-ACTION
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UNITED AT LAST !

30 min | Kannada | India | Comedy, Nature

World Premiere
Synopsis
A man and a woman’s relationship and their love for each other
has been the topic of discussion for ages. Pathu’s love for her husband & its loss due to his sudden death forms the backdrop of the
story. It changes her perspective and transforms her. She decides
to grow plants as her kids and continues to plant more. This bond
with her trees becomes her life’s purpose.

Raghuveer Prasad is an aspiring filmmaker from Bengaluru. He has a BCA
degree in Visual effects. He’s been
active in theatre for 3-4 years now,
with 75+ shows and 15 + theatre productions. Some of his short films are
‘Smoke Choke’ , ‘Fatal Fate’ and ‘Idena
Life Andre’.

Raghuveer Prasad
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LIVE-ACTION

BIRD

5 min | No Dialogue | Taiwan | Fantasy, Horror

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
A girl suffers from a feeling of discomfort that comes without any
warning. When the panic is accompanied by a flapping of wings, a
chaotic and dissociated journey into her unconsciousness begins.
The film is based on the concepts of panic attacks and ornithophobia. By materializing feelings of people who suffer from panic
attacks and ornithophobia, the director aims to discuss fear, life
and death.

Born in Taiwan, Wu-Ching completed
M.A. in Experimental Animation at Royal
College of Art, UK. She earned her BFA
in New Media Art at the Taipei National University of the Arts in Taiwan. She
worked as a freelance artist in animation
and illustration for 10 years and also as
a concept and cinematic artist in the
gaming industry for 3 years. Her animation works are often based on handmade visual textures. Through visual art,
she narrates life stories.

Palm Springs International Animation Festival 2019, USA
Anim! Arte - 15th International Animation Festival 2019, Brazil
Jacksonville Film Festival, 2019, USA
among others.

Wu-Ching Chang
NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED
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BLIND FAITH

3 min | English | India | Romance

Synopsis
The film depicts how being gullible can be harmful. The protagonist is devoted to astrology and horoscopes, believing everything
his horoscopes say. The story follows the most important day of
his life and how his horoscope comes true. However, with a certain turn of events, his blind belief is broken.

This team is full of energetic people with
lots of enthusiasm and belief in their
work and in themselves.

Chhatrapati Shivaji International Film Festival 2019, India- Best Director
24fps International Film Festival 2019, India- Best Animated Short (Special Jury
Mention)

TEAM BLIND FAITH
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FLOWER AND THE GIRL

9 min | No Dialogue | United Kingdom | Drama

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
A heartwarming story about an old clown and a young shadow girl
who reminds him of being young again. In doing so, she becomes
‘real’.

Robin is an independent Animation
Director and Lecturer in Animation at
Staffordshire University in the UK. He’s
focused on developing new stop motion
projects and guiding undergraduates in
their animation studies. Making miniature worlds with hand-crafted models,
cinematography and sprinkles of digital
magic is what drives his creative practice.

LA Shorts International Film Festival 2019, USA
American Documentary and Animation Film Festival 2020, USA
Bath Film Festival 2019, UK
among others.

Robin Heap
NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED
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KRING!

8 min | No Dialogue | Malaysia | Family

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
KRING! is a story about Suraya, a passionate elementary school
teacher who has to deal with a student who can’t understand her
teaching. She tries to discover ways of helping him overcome his
problem, despite her struggles along the way.

Hilmi Ismail is a director, animator, compositor, and editor from Cyberjaya, Malaysia. Hilmi co-founded Brainy Bones
Studios together with his former classmates from Multimedia University, Malaysia, where he studied film and animation. He directed a short comedy-action
film ‘Mechanicman’ which was selected
for Moscars Al-Hurria International Film
Festival 2013 in Egypt. Hilmi is into animation and dreams of directing a feature film. He’s currently building a team
to animate with.

4th Festival International Du Film Sur Les Handicap 2020- Best Short Animation
Cine Lebu Festival Internacional de Cine 2020
Kuala Lumpur International Film Festival in the Sky
among others.

Hilmi Ismail
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5 min | No Dialogue | France | Comedy

O28

Synopsis
In Lisbon, a German married couple aboard the legendary n°28
tramway. However, the brakes let go and embark on an extremely
steep race with a baby on board.

Palm Springs International Animation Festival, USA- Jury Award for Best
Animated Short
ANIFEST India Festival Mumbai, India- Best Student Film
Tenerife International Short Film Festival, Spain- Family Shorts Award
among others.

NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED

Otalia Caussé, Geoffroy Collin, Louise
Grardel, Antoine Marchand, Robin Merle
and Fabien Meyran graduated from Supinfocom Rubika school (Valenciennes,
France) with a Masters in digital directing. In 2019, they co-directed the short
film “o28”.

Otalia Caussé, Geoffroy Collin, Louise Grardel,
Antoine Marchand, Robin Merle, Fabien Meyran

145

ONE LAST MONSTER

20 min | English | United States | Sci-Fi

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
Empress Eura, the ruler of Adin, faces her greatest challenge when
she is forced to face her prejudices and has to choose between
either trusting or killing a monster who arrives with a warning that
could either save or destroy her people.

Gene Kim is a Korean-American writer,
animator, storyboard artist & filmmaker.
He previously interned at Pixar
Animation Studios and worked at
Disney’s Blue Sky Studios on the Ice Age
and Rio movies as a production artist.
“One Last Monster”, is his independent
short.

Long Story Short Film Festival, Romania
New York Liftoff Film Festival, USA
LA Animation Festival, USA
Rome Prisma Film Awards, Italy
among others.

Gene Kim
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PETTY THING

4 min | Chinese | China | Kids

Synopsis
That summer afternoon was ordinary until the kids, fond of gunfights, find a replica pistol. When they pull the trigger, they awaken
the entire woods.

Li Zexi was born in Fujian Province,
China. In 2019, he graduated from China
Academy of Art.

Li Zexi
NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED
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RACCOON WITH BITCOIN

4 min | Turkish | Turkey | Comedy

Asian Premiere
Synopsis
The story is about a jammed elevator, a Raccoon and his Bitcoin.
The Raccoon who lost his Bitcoin among flamingos, goes after
them.

Serdar Çotuk studied Animation at Dumlupınar University. His short films ‘Line’,
‘Flower’, ‘Worker’, ‘Stop’, ‘Stairs’, ‘The
Station’ won awards and were screened
at national and international festivals.
He’s currently working in a corporate
company as a character animator, all
the while succeeding with his independent animation works and short films.

12 Rotary Short Film Festival 2020, Turkey- Special Mention
Future Archives Film Series 2020, USA
Three Rivers Film Festival 2020, Ireland
among others.

Serdar Çotuk
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THE AMAZING ADVENTURES OF
AWESOME

6 min | English | United Kingdom | Youth, Disability

Synopsis
This hand-illustrated animated film is the story of a young autistic
girl at the heart of a quiet revolution.

Allison is a BAFTA-nominated Design
Director. She co-founded Blue Spill, an
award-winning boutique design studio
in Soho, London. As the mother of an
autistic child and an artist with a disability, she’s passionate about telling stories
that celebrate how differences can be
exciting, engaging, and rewarding. She
has a Masters in Design Studies from
Central Saint Martins School of Art and
Design, London and a B.A. Communications, Theatre & Media from Charles
Sturt University, Australia. She has also
undertaken artist residencies in Canada,
with St Norberts Art Centre and in China,
with Platform China’s International Artist Residency program.

Brooklyn Film Festival, USA

Allison Brownmoore
NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED
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THE ELEPHANT

3 min | Polish | Poland | Comedy

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
When the Zoo’s director is notified of the elephant that will finally
be allocated in the garden, a great idea comes to his mind.

Marta Gabiga is a Polish illustrator and
animator who graudated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Katowice. She focuses on hand-drawn animation
influenced by cinematography from all
over the world. She is passionate about
languages and is still learning to express
herself in the visual language of
animation.

Festival Animator.PL Poznań 2019, Poland
Rome Independent Prisma Awards, Italy
Young Animation Festiwal Gdańsk
Animator FEST Serbia 2019

Marta Gabiga
150

NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED

UMBRELLA

8 min | English | Brazil | Drama, 3D Animation

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
While visiting a home for children, a little girl meets Joseph, a boy
whose only dream is to own a yellow umbrella. This unexpected
encounter awakens his memories. Inspired by true events, Umbrella is a homage to empathy, hope, and love.

Helena Hilario grew up in Brazil and has
worked in the industry since she was 14.
After graduation, she moved to study
production in New York and met Mario
Pece. Since 2010, both of them have
been working together. In 2014, they
headed to Brazil to start their independent creative studio, Stratostorm.
Mario Pece grew up In Italy and moved
to New York at 18 to attend ﬁlm school.
After graduation, Mario moved to L.A. to
work with visual eﬀects. Before moving
to Brazil, he worked as a lead artist on
several award-winning television shows
and Oscar-winning feature ﬁlm

Tribeca Film Festival
IndyShorts
Silk Road International Film Festival
among others.

Helena Hilario
NON COMPETITION - ANIMATED

Mario Pece
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WINTER

8 min | Chinese | China | Nature

Indian Premiere
Synopsis
In the cold regions of North East China, people survived on hunting for generations. A little boy born into a hunter family seemed
to have a mysterious connection with the forest. Killing animals
upset him but he cannot stop his father. The relationship between
them becomes increasingly tense until the boy’s naive behavior
changes their fate.

Guodong Yu is an animation director,
independent animation maker, painter, and photographer. He was born in
Guangdong province, China, and is
now a first-year MFA student at Tongji
University, Shanghai. He believes that
animations and films have the power to
communicate with the audience, even if
just visually.

Link International Film Festival 2020, UK
La Guarimba Film Festival
Athens ANIMFEST
among others.

Guodong Yu
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Pocket Films is India’s leading aggregator and distributor of alternate content.
They help short films, documentaries, ‘how to’ videos, indie films, etc.., find
their target audience on the internet and mobile platforms. They like to challenge content creators and give them opportunities to showcase their talent by
organizing short film festivals. These hugely popular contests are organized
in association with international film festivals and/or corporate partners. The
10th edition BISFF has seven wonderful short films of various Indian languages.

POCKET FILMS
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AABA AIKTAAY NAA ?

28 min | Marathi | Drama

Synopsis
Aaba, a retired man, spends his life with his family and friends.
While his friends have their own problems, Aaba enjoys the reputation of being lucky but is envied by others. When he is advised to
use a hearing aid machine, Aaba witnesses a whole new world of
sound. However, the aid also brings whispers Aaba couldn’t hear
before; whispers that make Aaba contemplate his ‘flawless life’.
Ironically, Aaba is left with the arduous task of handling this ‘gap’
between his perceptions and his new found realities, which now
challenges his peace of mind.

Aditya Suhas Jambhale is a Goa based
Indian film director/screenwriter and
producer. He is an active theatre Artist in
Goa and is proprietor of Shree Mahalas
Productions Ponda. After completing
graduation in Electronic engineering
Aditya completed his Diploma in Film
making in Mumbai (INDIA). He made his
debut short fiction film ‘Aaba...Aiktaay
Naa?’ (Aaba...Are You Listening?). Aditya
recieved National Award for best direction for this film in 64th Indian National
Film Awards in 2017.

Aditya Suhas Jambhale
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ADYATHE MARAVI

14 min | Malayalam | Thriller

Synopsis
Forgetfulness is human. Everyone forgets something or the othermost of the time and not really bother with it. This thriller short
film revolves around a guy who forgets something right before an
important event.

Biju Maani is a B.Tech graduate and a
working IT professional. He has always
dreamed of making movies. He quit his
professional job and got into film making. ‘Adyathe Maravi’ is his first project.
He has always been passionate about
film making and was waiting for a matured time to start film making as a fulltime profession. He is inspired mostly
by Mani Rathnam, Pathmarajan, Christopher Nolan, Quinten Tarantino, and
David Finch.

Biju Maani
POCKET FILMS
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CHAUKAT

12 min | Marathi | Social

Synopsis
Boundaries are subjective. We restrict ourselves to these boundaries to preserve customs and traditions. Often, we don’t think
outside the box. This short film takes us on a journey to show how
boundaries can suffocate.

Umesh Bagade is a filmmaker who
works for a number of TVCs. He has
written and directed the short films,
‘Dysillusion’ and ‘Visarajan’.

Umesh Bagade
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DARPOK

20 min | Punjabi | Drama

Synopsis
Darpok (Coward) is a Punjabi short film revolving around a guy
who was labeled a coward because he was unable to prevent an
incident that ruined his mother’s life. He re-emerges after 14 years
to take his revenge, but destiny has something else in store for
him.

Rakesh Mehta, born in New Delhi is a
director who had been an enthusiastic
student of cinema from his childhood.
His first film titled ‘Khudakushi’ (2010)
got acclaim all over the world when it
was screened in 15 International prestigious film festivals. His other films
include ‘Life Ki Toh Lag Gayi’, ‘Darpok’,
‘Vaapsi’, ‘Dili Vala Dost’, and ‘Rang Punjab’. Rakesh Mehta is currently working
on his next film titled ‘Nanak’.

Rakesh Mehta
POCKET FILMS
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DHUNDLI SAVER

28 min | Punjabi | Drama

Synopsis
During the peak crisis of the 1990s in Punjab, an injured militant,
Bali, along with his dying fellow militant, Jassi take shelter in an
old couple’s house. Jassi dies, but Bali wishes to see his family
before he dies too. With roads cordoned off, curfews everywhere,
the couple decide to take him to his house in the middle of the
cold and foggy night.

Rakesh Mehta, born in New Delhi is a
director who had been an enthusiastic
student of cinema from his childhood.
His first film titled ‘Khudakushi’ (2010)
got acclaim all over the world when it
was screened in 15 International prestigious film festivals. His other films
include ‘Life Ki Toh Lag Gayi’, ‘Darpok’,
‘Vaapsi’, ‘Dili Vala Dost’, and ‘Rang Punjab’. Rakesh Mehta is currently working
on his next film title ‘Nanak’.

Rakesh Mehta
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IN THE LAP OF GANGA

23 min | Hindi | Drama

Synopsis
A heart felt story of two brothers forced to beg for money. The
elder one wants to study and is against his younger brother’s
choices. One day, when the younger brother robs a wallet and runs
away, he decides to pay the price.

Sudhir Singh hails from a small village
in Varanasi. He studied BAJC (specialization in film making) from Manipal
University, Manipal. After completing
his graduation in 2011, Sudhir shifted
to Mumbai and started his career in film
making. His dedication and talent were
appreciated by various known personalities of the film industry. Sudhir has also
been associated with various production houses and film institutes in and
around Mumbai.

Sudhir Kumar Singh
POCKET FILMS
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PABLO

11 min | Hindi | Thriller

Synopsis
Pablo, a 7-year-old boy one day, out of blue starts behaving erratically. He goes from killing fish in the aquarium to decapitating
his elder 8-year-old sister’s bird. Worried and anxious, the family
takes him to an ashram, hoping for spirituality to cure him. After
a few weeks there, the Guru Amma declares he’s been cured and
can return home for a few days. When his father decides to take
Pablo back to the ashram, he tries to murder him, only to reveal
that his sister, with a mental disorder, has been guiding him the
whole time.

Stanley Hector is a filmmaker based
out of Mumbai, India. With experience
of six years in filmmaking, his style of
thought-provoking short films have
been a part of major global film festivals
including Short Film Corner by Festival
de Cannes and Best of India Short Film
Festival, UK to name a few.

Stanley Hector
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Short films are exciting, innovative, entertaining and always good for a surprise. The German Short Film Award is the most important and highly endowed
award for short films in Germany. It has been awarded to outstanding short
film productions since 1956. The nominees and award-winning films have been
touring German cinemas every year since 1998.

GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD
2019
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32-RBIT

8 min | Spanish | Germany 2018 | Animation

Synopsis
Victor Orozco Ramirez animates disturbing and insane scenes
from the Internet with ghostly, surreal images. A voice-over tells
of the promises of a parallel virtual world and the sobering realization that not everything can be undone with CTRL+Z.

Victor Orozco Ramirez has a Master’s
degree in documentary filmmaking at
the HfBK Hamburg. He organized the
short film festival “Ambulart” in Ecuador, Mexico, and Germany from 2005 to
2012.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Reality 2.0 (2012), Tateikie Behind the
Curtain (2008), Spare the Blood (2005),
Spoil the Child (2005), Theater of Cruelty
(2004), Squarehead (2003), Make me a
Saint (2002)

AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS- GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD 2019
Nomination in the category for animated films up to 30 minutes

Victor Orozco Ramirez
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GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD
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ARE YOU LISTENING, MOTHER?

Synopsis
A Kurdish woman is sentenced to six years of house arrest in a
Turkish village. However, her elder son cannot stop her from constantly crossing the invisible boundary of the shackles.

20 min | Kurdish, Turkish | Germany 2019 | Fiction

Tuna Kaptan has a BA in theatre, media, and Romance studies. He studied
documentary film directing at the HFF
Munich and ENERC Buenos Aires. His
documentary films have received numerous awards, including Nacht Grenze
Morgen at the IDFA and Schildkröten
Panzer at the DOK Leipzig. His graduation film Hörst Du, Mutter? celebrated its
world premiere at the Clermont-Ferrand
International Film Festival and won the
First Steps Award of the German Film
Academy.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Schildkröten Panzer (2017), Subsuelo
(2016), Nacht Grenze Morgen (2013),
Herr Siebzehnrübl (2012), Bord O Mavi
(2011), Liebe (2009), Respekt Und Mein
Auto (2009), Von Stein Zu Stein (2008)

AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS- GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD 2019
Nomination in the category for fiction films up to 30 minutes

Tuna Kaptan
GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD
2019
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DOROTCHKA

20 min | Russian | Germany 2019 | Documentary

Synopsis
In a remote Siberian village where marriage is traditionally considered the highest happiness for women, lives 80-year-old Dorotchka. She is an archetypal babushka, always left alone. Sitting
at the kitchen table, she reflects sharply and self-critically on love,
remorse and loneliness.

Olga Delane was born in 1977 in Krasnokamensk. She is a photographer and
director. Since 2012 she has been traveling through Siberia on several research
trips for her photo, video, and film projects. Her feature-length documentaries
Endstation Krasnokamensk and Liebe
Auf Sibirisch were shown successfully
in German cinemas and have been exploited internationally.
Currently, Olga Delane is working on the
development of further documentaries
in Russia.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Karabash (work in progress), Liebe
Auf Sibirisch (2016), Endstation Krasnokamensk: Ein Heimatbesuch (2013)

AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS- GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD 2019
Nomination in the category for documentary films up to 30 minutes

Olga Delane
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THE LAST FIVE MINUTES OF THE WORLD

8 min | German | Germany 2019 | Fiction

Synopsis
The end of the world is imminent and instead of going to the
supposedly safe bunker, a small, illustrious company arrives on a
bench in front of a house to clear the air.

Jürgen Heimüller was born in 1967 in
Nuremberg. He is originally an actor and
musician. In the meantime, however, he
is also filming his own stories. After the
first demo scenes, he shot his first film
BLUMENTOPF in 2016. In May 2017 he
won third prize at the SMSFestival of
the Munich Film Festival with Wovon
Wir Träumen. In 2018 he followed the
one-taker Die Letzten Fünf Minuten Der
Welt. Jürgen Heimüller lives in Berlin
and Nuremberg.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Wovon Wir Träumen (2017), BLUMENTOPF (2016)

AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS- GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD 2019
German Short Film Award in Gold for fiction films up to 10 minutes

Jürgen Heimüller
GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD
2019
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WE STILL SPEAK GERMAN TODAY

16 min | German | Germany 2019 | Experimental Film

Synopsis
A young man (co-director Miguel Ferráez) recites sentences from
the integration course ‘Living in Germany’; while standing in front
of changing backgrounds of German representation abroad.

Clara Winter studied fine arts at the Kunsthochschule Kassel and was a master
student of Bjørn Melhus. Miguel Ferráez
studied film at the UAMN, Mexico, and
screenwriting at the UNAV, Spain. They
are co-founders of the University of
Darkness, CDMX, and currently as a duo
in the master program of the Dutch Art
Institute.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Beyond Beach (2018), Poor People Relax Me (2017), Postcolonialism in 30
Sqm (2015), Just Kids Left Alive on the
Road (2014)

AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS- GERMAN SHORT FILM AWARD 2019
German Short Film Award in Gold in the category for experimental films up to 30
minutes

Clara Winter, Miguel Ferráez
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Short Export 2020 presents six current films, selected from almost 600 German submissions in Clermont-Ferrand, which illustrate the artistic, stylistic
and thematic diversity of German short film making. In a humorous and unconventional manner, the films deal with home, self-optimization, strong women,
and weak men.

SHORT EXPORT
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ASCONA

15 min | German | Germany 2019 | Documentary

Synopsis
The documentary is of a place that appears to be frozen in time
since the 1950s. This miniature golf course is viewed as an analogy for society.

Julius Dommer was born and raised in
Northern Germany. He now lives in Cologne and studies at the Academy of
Media Arts. In 2015- 16, he participated
in a scholarship at the international film
school EICTV in Cuba.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Fleisch (2016), Königswinter (2016),
Berta (2017), Rebar (2017), Integration
(2017).

Julius Dommer
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FACELIFT

7 min | English | Germany 2019 | Experimental Fiction

Synopsis
The greatest influencer ever? Your own subconscious mind!
A man introduces us to his surreal philosophy while his mind develops a life of its own.

Jan Riesenbeck studied film at the Kunsthochschule Kassel. His films were
shown at more than hundred festivals
worldwide and received several awards.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Kopfgeburtenkontrolle (2007), Sechster
Sinn (2012), Drittes Auge(2012), Zweites
Gesicht (2012), Meinungsverschiedenheiten (2014)
Dennis Stein-Schomburg studied animation at the Kunsthochschule Kassel. His
short films have been shown at numerous festivals. He is also the co-founder
at RAUMKAPSEL ANIMATION.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Schattengewächs (2010), Andersartig
(2011), The Old Man and the Bird (2015)

Jan Riesenbeck
SHORT EXPORT

Dennis Stein-Schomburg
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HOT DOG

8 min | English | Germany 2019 | Fiction

Synopsis
Hannah is in a love-hate relationship with her vagina. She tells the
story of how her sexuality has changed over time, like the moment
she discovered the vibration function on her PlayStation controller.

Alma Buddecke grew up in Germany
and Switzerland. She studied psychology at the Freie Universität Berlin before
turning to filmmaking. She worked on an
animation series at a production company in Basel and currently studies at the
Film Academy Baden-Württemberg.
Marleen Valien was born in Berlin and
graduated from the Berlin University of
the Arts in Communication in Social and
Economic Contexts. During her studies,
she studied in the art class of Ai Wei
Wei. She freelances for production companies and studies commercial directing at the Film Academy Baden-Württemberg.

Alma Buddecke
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Marleen Valien

SHORT EXPORT

THE INK DOESN’T DRY

15 min | German, English | Germany 2019 |
Experimental Fiction

Synopsis
Two friends, young German Muslim girls, share an apartment.
They go swimming together, observe the culture around them the church, dating, relationships, and each other. The film follows
their paths as one of them gets to know someone while the other
goes on a journey of self-discovery.

Felix Herrmann was born in Munich and
studied history and religious studies in
Berlin. He’s studying filmmaking at the
University of Television and Film, Munich and for one year, studied at the ENS
Louis Lumière in Paris. His films were
part of several film festivals and were
nominated twice for the German Short
Film Award.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Rough Diamonds (2015), Les Sauvages
(2019)

Felix Herrmann
SHORT EXPORT
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THE PROBAND

30 min | German | Germany 2019 | Fiction

Synopsis
The unemployed Dominique becomes a test subject in a clinic
to finance the shared dream of a countryside house with his girlfriend Janine. A struggle for money and pride ensues as Dominique’s body slowly reaches its limits.

Hannes Schilling was born in Erfurt. He
studied audiovisual media at the Beuth
University of Applied Sciences Berlin. He
now studies directing at the Film University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF.
FILMOGRAPHY:
Mein Großvater Wolfgang (2013), Mister James (2015), Grenzgänger (2016),
Nach dem Fest (2018).

Hannes Schilling
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TIES

7 min | No Dialogue | Germany, Russia 2019 |
Animation

Synopsis
A young woman leaves home and sets off to see the world. However, the parent-daughter relationship is so strong that, in the end,
these ties become destructive.

Dina Velikovskaya was born in Moscow,
Russia. She is an animation filmmaker
and member of the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences. After graduating from the animation department
at the Russian State University of Cinematography (VGIK), she continued her
studies at the High Animation School
Studio SHAR in Moscow.
FILMOGRAPHY:
The Bridge (2009), Pages of fear (2010),
My strange grandfather (2011), About a
Mother (2015), Kukuschka (2016).

Dina Velikovskaya
SHORT EXPORT
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In 2017, an established actress was subjected to a heinous incident of sexual
assault in Kochi and she courageously spoke up for justice. A collective of
eighteen women from the Malayalam film industry came together to stand by
this survivor. The entire episode and ensuing reactions reaffirmed the stronghold of patriarchal beliefs in the film industry highlighting the challenges faced
by survivors in their course of pursuing justice. Spanning multiple generations
and film disciplines, this group met up with the Chief Minister of Kerala to draw
government attention on the gender-discriminatory values and unsafe practices that are rife in the film industry. Thus the Women in Cinema Collective, the
first of its kind, came into existence.
On November 1st, 2017 Women in Cinema Collective Foundation was registered as a Society. In the first two years, Women in Cinema Collective has maintained a special focus on dealing with sexual harassment within the industry.
BISFF collaborates with WCC to support its vision- “equal spaces and equal
opportunities for women in cinema”.

174

WOMEN IN CINEMA
COLLECTIVE

PAIKINJANA CHIRI

Synopsis
A pregnant tribal girl from the forests of Wayanad transcends her
boundaries set by the very society that scales everything from
hunger to existence on the degrees of religion, caste, and tribe.
Based on true events, the film makes an explicit reference to Madhu, a tribal man who was attacked and killed by an angry mob in
Kerala about two years ago, allegedly for stealing a few handfuls
of rice and coriander powder.

18 min | Paniya Language | India | Fiction

Leela Santhosh is the first Adivasi woman filmmaker in Kerala. She belongs to
the Paniya tribal community of Wayanad
and has fought several odds in her life.
Having no formal education or training
in film making, the 29-year-old Leela has
directed two documentaries and assisted in a few documentaries and feature
films. She got the opportunity to work
as a co-director in 2004 when J Baby
produced the tribal language film ‘Guda’.
It was this experience that inspired her
to make a name in the film industry. She
then participated in several filmmaking
workshops in Thiruvananthapuram and
Rajasthan. ‘Tribal Land Lost Shadows’
is the first documentary directed by
Leela. Produced in 2014, the documentary focuses on the plight of the Adivasi
community.

Leela Santhosh
WOMEN IN CINEMA
COLLECTIVE
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EVIDEKKA

Synopsis
The film is set during the historic Sabarimala verdict and subtly
portrays instances of the male-dominated society.

8 min | Malayalam | India | Fiction

Sajitha Madathil is an Indian film and
theatre actor. Her performance in Joy
Mathew’s feature film Shutter (2012)
won her the State film award for the
second-best actress. She is the head
of the Department of Acting at the K. R.
Narayanan National Institute of Visual
Science and Arts (KRNNIVSA), an autonomous institute established by the
Government of Kerala. She had been the
Deputy Secretary of the Sangeet Natak
Akademi New Delhi (Academy of Music and Dance, India), an autonomous
body under the Ministry of Culture, Government of India. She appeared in the
feature films Adimadhyantham, Akam,
Pareeth Pandari, Koode among others.

Sajitha Madathil
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MANU MASTER

Synopsis
He is a master. In the 1960s, in Koolimuttam, Kerala, a man called
Abdul Manaf set his heart on Bharatanatyam. He wanted to study
the devadasi style of the classical dance, a tantric tradition, which
the British had banned in a move to stamp out a huge pillar of
Indian culture.
Guru Manu, his body frail and his beard silver, sits on rocky terrain.
Behind him the sun streams through an amber sky, giving the man
a mysterious aura. And then he starts dancing, his movements
fluid and filled to the brim with sensuous grace. His movements
echo simplicity, grace, and freedom of postures of love and desire
— characteristic of the tantric school of Bharatanatyam. Having
born into a conservative Muslim family in Kerala, Abdul Manaf
was an outsider in the Bharatanatyam world. He had to go for a
complete identity change (from Manaf to Manu) to find his space
in the world of Bharatanatyam, which is branded as a Hindu art
form. The film is the story of a man, a rebel and a master.

11 min | Malayalam | India | Documentary

Shruthi Namboodiri is a writer-filmmaker, a
social entrepreneur, and the founding director
of the World Music Festival Foundation (a registered NGO based in Kerala, India).
Her independent concept based musical short
films “Baale- An anthem for womanhood”,
“Charulata- A tribute to Satyajit Ray”, “Manumalayalam”, “Makal- Against child sexual
abuse” etc. have been widely acclaimed by
national and international audiences. Shruthi
has been instrumental in conceiving, writing,
and directing a few corporate films, shorts,
and documentaries for a few production
houses in India like Bharat Bala Productions,
Mumbai, Prem Chawla’s Impact Films, Bangalore, etc. to name a few. Her independent
docu-fictions have been screened at national
venues and at international conferences and
seminars. Shruthi is also a member of Women
in Cinema Collective, an organization of women filmmakers from Kerala.

Shruthi Namboodiri
WOMEN IN CINEMA
COLLECTIVE
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DIALOGUES
OPENING DAY
A conversation with Ruben Östlund
Hosted by Prakash Belawadi
13 August | 6:30 pm

COMING INTO A NEW AGE: FILMS AND FESTIVALS
A discussion with Carter Pilcher, moderated by Anand Varadaraj
13 August | 6:30 pm

DRAMA IN CINEMA
A discussion with Nikhil Advani
14 August | 6:30 pm

WCC TALK
A discussion with women filmmakers, moderated by Bina Paul
16 August | 11 am
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